
Structurally Deficient 

Bridges are considered structurally deficient if significant load-carrying elements are found to be 
in poor or worse condition due to deterioration and/or damage, or the adequacy of the waterway 
opening provided by the bridge is determined to be extremely insufficient to the point of causing 
intolerable traffic interruptions.  The fact that a bridge is “deficient” does not immediately imply 
that it is likely to collapse or that it is unsafe.  With hands-on inspection, unsafe conditions may 
be identified and, if the bridge is determined to be unsafe, the structure must be closed.  A 
“deficient” bridge, when left open to traffic, typically requires significant maintenance and repair 
to remain in service and eventual rehabilitation or replacement to address deficiencies.  To 
remain in service, structurally deficient bridges are often posted with weight limits to restrict the 
gross weight of vehicles using the bridges to less than the maximum weight typically allowed by 
statute. 


