
20504 205.04 
 
Designer Note:  Use on all contracts with earth excavation, furnished excavation, or borrow 
excavation.  This was developed by Materials to eliminate potential for trapping water in porous 
layers of embankment.  Make sure to include "Borrow and Furnished Excavation" District 
Special Provision. 
 
 
EMBANKMENT (RESTRICTIONS) 
 
Effective January 21, 2005 Revised August 3, 2007 
 
Add the following to the requirements of Article 205.04: 
 
Gravel, crushed stone or soils having less than 35% passing the number 200 sieve and other 
materials as allowed by Article 202.03 of the standard specifications are further restricted.  
These further restricted materials are also limited to the interior of the embankment and shall 
have a minimum cover of 3' (1 m) of non-restricted soil (see "Borrow and Furnished Excavation" 
Special Provision).  Alternating layers of further restricted material and cohesive soil will not be 
permitted.  The further restricted materials may only be incorporated into the embankment by 
using one of the following procedures: 
 

a. The further restricted materials shall be placed in 4” lifts and disked with the underlying 
lift material until a uniform and homogenous material is formed having more than 35% 
passing the number 200 sieve. 
 

b. Sand, gravel or crushed stone embankment when placed on the existing ground surface 
will be drained using a 10' (3 m) by 10' (3 m) French drain consisting of nonwoven 
geotechnical fabric with 12” (0.3 m) of B-3 riprap.  This shall be constructed on both 
sides of the embankment at the toe of the foreslope spaced 150’ (46 m) apart.  At 
locations requiring a French drain the 3’ (1 m) cohesive cap shall not be installed within 
the 10' by 10' riprap area.  If the Engineer determines that the existing ground is a 
granular free draining soil, the French drain may be deleted. 
 

c. Sand, gravel or crushed stone embankment when placed on top of a cohesive 
embankment will be drained with a permanent 4" (100 mm) underdrain system.  The 
underdrain system shall consist of a longitudinal underdrain on both sides of the 
embankment and transverse underdrains spaced at 250' (75 m) centers.  The 
underdrain shall consist of a 2' (0.6 m) deep by 1' (0.3 m) wide trench, backfilled with 
FA4 sand and a 4" (100 mm) diameter underdrain.  In addition, both sides of the 
embankment will have a 6” (150 mm) diameter pipe drain which will drain the underdrain 
system and outletted into a permanent drainage structure or outletted by a headwall at 
the toe of the embankment. 

 
The above work will not be paid for separately but shall be included in the cost of EARTH 
EXCAVATION, FURNISHED EXCAVATION, or BORROW EXCAVATION. 
 
 


