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Designer Note:  Use in locations where a water main quality pipe is required for storm sewer, 
such as, adjacent to water lines. 
 
 
STORM SEWER, (WATER MAIN QUALITY PIPE) 
 
Effective January 1, 2011 
Revised January 1, 2021 
 
This work consists of constructing storm sewer to meet water main standards, as required by 
the IEPA or when otherwise specified.  The work shall be performed in accordance with 
applicable parts of Section 550 of the Standard Specifications, applicable sections of the current 
edition of the IEPA Regulations (Title 35 of the Illinois Administrative Code, Subtitle F,  
Chapter II, Section 653.119), the applicable sections of the current edition of the "Standard 
Specifications for Water and Sewer Main Construction in Illinois", and as herein specified. 
 
This provision shall govern the installation of all storm sewers which do not meet IEPA criteria 
for separation distance between storm sewers and water mains.  Separation criteria for storm 
sewers placed adjacent to water mains and water service lines are as follows: 
 

(1) Water mains and water service lines shall be located at least 10 feet (3.05 meters) 
horizontally from any existing or proposed drain, storm sewer, sanitary sewer, or sewer 
service connections. 

 
(2) Water mains and water service lines may be located closer than 10 feet (3.05 meters) to 

a sewer line when: 
 

(a) Local conditions prevent a lateral separation of 10 feet (3.05 meters); and 
 
(b) The water main or water service invert is 18 inches (460 mm) above the crown of 

the sewer; and 
 
(c) The water main or water service is either in a separate trench or in the same trench 

on an undisturbed earth shelf located to one side of the sewer. 
 

(3) A water main or water service shall be separated from a sewer so that its invert is a 
minimum of 18 inches (460 mm) above the crown of the drain or sewer whenever water 
mains or services cross storm sewers, sanitary sewers or sewer service connections.  
The vertical separation shall be maintained for that portion of the water main or water 
services located within 10 feet (3.05 meters) horizontally of any sewer or drain crossed. 

 
When it is impossible to meet (1), (2) or (3) above, the storm sewer shall be constructed of 
concrete pressure pipe, slip-on or mechanical joints ductile iron pipe, or PVC pipe equivalent to 
water main standards of construction.  Construction shall extend on each side of the crossing 
until the perpendicular distance from the water main or water service to the sewer or drain line is 
at least 10 feet (3.05 meters).  Storm sewer meeting water main requirements shall be 
constructed of the following pipe materials: 
 

Concrete Pressure Pipe 
 
Concrete pressure pipe shall conform to the latest ANSI/AWWA C300, C301,  
or C303. 



Joints shall conform to Article 41-2.07B of the "Standard Specifications for Water and 
Sewer Main Construction in Illinois." 
 
Ductile Iron Pipe 
 
Ductile Iron pipe shall conform to ANSI A 21.51 (AWWA C151), class or thickness 
designed per ANSI A 2150 (AWWA C150), tar (seal) coated and/or cement lined per 
ANSI A 21.4 (AWWA C104), with a mechanical or rubber ring (slip seal or push on) 
joints. 
 
Joints for ductile iron pipe shall be in accordance with the following applicable 
specifications. 
 

1. Mechanical Joints  - AWWA C111 and C600 
2. Push-On Joints  - AWWA C111 and C600 

 
Plastic Pipe 
 
Plastic pipe shall be marked with the manufacturer’s name (or trademark); ASTM or 
AWWA specification; Schedule Number, Dimension Ratio (DR) Number or Standard 
Dimension Ratio (SDR) Number; and Cell Class.  The pipe and fittings shall also meet 
NSF Standard 14 and bear the NSF seal of approval.  Fittings shall be compatible with 
the type of pipe used.  The plastic pipe options shall be in accordance with the following: 
 
1. Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) conforming to ASTM Standard D 1785.  Schedule 80 is the 

minimum required for all pipe sizes, except when the pipe is to be threaded, and then 
it shall be Schedule 120.  It shall be made from PVC compound meeting  
ASTM D 1784, Class 12454C. 

2. Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) conforming to ASTM D 2241.  A minimum wall thickness of 
SDR 26 is required for all pipe sizes (Note:  The lower the SDR number, the higher 
the wall thickness and pressure rating).  It shall be made from PVC compound 
meeting ASTM D 1784, Class 12454B. 

3. Chlorinated Polyvinyl Chloride (CPVC) conforming to ASTM F 441.  A minimum of 
Schedule 80 is required for all pipe sizes.  Threaded joints are not allowed.  It shall 
be made from CPVC compound meeting ASTM D 1784, Class 23447B. 

4. Chlorinated Polyvinyl Chloride (CPVC) conforming to ASTM F 442M/F422M.  A 
minimum wall thickness of SDR 26 is required for all pipe sizes (Note:  The lower the 
SDR number, the higher the wall thickness and pressure rating).  It shall be made 
from CPVC compound meeting ASTM D 1784. 

5. Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) conforming to ANSI/AWWA C900.  A minimum of wall 
thickness of DR 25 is required for all pipe sizes (Note:  The lower the DR number, 
the higher the wall thickness and pressure rating).  It shall be made from PVC 
compound meeting ASTM D 1784, Class 12454. 

6. Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) conforming to ANSI/AWWA C905.  A minimum of wall 
thickness of DR 26 is required for all pipe sizes (Note:  The lower the DR number, 
the higher the wall thickness and pressure rating).  It shall be made from PVC 
compound meeting ASTM D 1784, Class 12454. 

  



Joining of plastic pipe shall be by push-on joint, solvent welded joint, heat welded joint, 
flanged joint, or threaded joint, butt fused or electro fused, in accordance with the pipe 
manufacturer’s instructions and industry standards.  Special precautions shall be taken 
to insure clean, dry contact surfaces when making solvent or heat welded joints.  
Adequate setting time shall be allowed for maximum strength. 
 
Elastometric seals (gaskets) used for push-on joints shall comply with ASTM F477. 
 
Solvent cement shall be specific for the plastic pipe material and shall comply with 
ASTM D 2564 (PVC) or ASTM F 493 (CPVC) and be approved by NSF. 

 
This work will be measured and paid for at the contract unit price per Foot (Meter) for STORM 
SEWER (WATER MAIN QUALITY PIPE) of the diameter and type specified. 
 
 


