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INSPECTION FOR BATS
(Effective:  March 29, 2016)

Description.  This work shall consist of conducting an inspection for signs of bats in culverts with a height of four feet or more, bridges, structures and buildings.  Inspections shall be conducted in accordance with the Bridge Inspection Form in the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Railroad Administration Range‐Wide Biological Assessment for Transportation Projects for Indiana Bat and Northern Long‐Eared Bat and available at: http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/fhwa/index.html

Construction Requirements.  The work shall be completed in accordance with section 107.23 of the Standard Specifications and the following:

If work which could disturb bats is scheduled to begin April 1 through September 30, the Contractor shall inspect the culvert/bridge/structure/building for signs of bats prior to initiation.  The inspection shall be completed no more than seven business days prior to initiation of work at each culvert/bridge/structure/building location.  The Contractor shall submit the completed form to the Resident Engineer no later than 2 business days before work is initiated at each culvert/bridge/structure/building location.    

In order to reduce potential project schedule delays, the contractor shall conduct an additional initial inspection on a date determined during the pre-construction meeting by the Engineer.     

Work shall not begin on any culvert/bridge/structure/building suspected of providing habitat for any species of bat until such time that IDOT has obtained clearance from the US Fish and Wildlife Service, if required.  Additional studies may be undertaken by IDOT to determine what species may be utilizing each structure identified as supporting bats prior to allowing any construction to proceed.  Estimates of numbers of bats observed should be placed in the Notes column.  

Methods.  Those individuals conducting inspections shall follow the Bridge Inspection Guidance and complete the Bridge/Structure Inspection Form in the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Railroad Administration Range‐Wide Biological Assessment for Transportation Projects for Indiana Bat and Northern Long‐Eared Bat (April 17, 2015).  The Bridge Inspection Guidance and the Bridge Inspection Form are available at:
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/fhwa/index.html

If portions of a culvert/bridge/structure/building are unsafe to inspect or are inaccessible, inspectors should avoid that section and base their determination on the portion that is safe to survey.  If possible, a partial inspection should be combined with night observation.  If the entire culvert/bridge/structure/building (or a significant portion) is unsafe, night observation should be used to determine if bats are using the location.  

Basis of Payment.  No additional compensation will be given for compliance with this inspection requirement. The costs associated with performing the inspection shall be considered as included in the contract unit prices bid for the various culvert/bridge/structure/building items of work.

Basis of payment shall be in accordance with Article 109.04 if additional studies are necessary.  Additional studies may be necessary where a culvert/bridge/structure/building is suspected of providing habitat for any species of bat.  Additional studies may require the service of a trained mammologist and use of special equipment, such as a snooper.


DESIGNER NOTE:  This special should be included in any projects with culverts more than four feet high, bridges, structures, or buildings which could provide a habitat for any species of bat. Read special provision for more detailed requirements.

Check with the Environmental Section to verify that the project is not within 5 miles of a hibernaculum.  If it IS within 5 miles of a hibernaculum, revise the dates in the first sentence of the Construction Requirements section as follows:

If work which could disturb bats is scheduled to begin April 1 through November 15, the Contractor shall inspect the culvert/bridge/structure/building for signs of bats prior to initiation.
