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NOTICE TO PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS: 
 
 
Attached is an addendum to the plans or proposal.  This addendum involves 
revised and/or added material. 
 

1. Revised the Schedule of Prices 
2. Revised the Table of Contents to the Special Provisions 
3. Revise pages 2, 77, 200, 201, 232, 233, 239-241, 258-260, 264, & 

267-276 of the Special Provisions 
4. Added pages 723-763 to the Special Provisions 
5. Revised sheets 1, 2, 5-8, 10-15, 17, 19-21, 23-25, 29, 31, 35, 36, 55, 

58-62, 64, 65, 90-95, 98, 102, 103A, 106-108, 114-116, 118-120, 
148, 150, 299, 306, 307, 310-316, & 323-325 of the Plans 

6. Added sheets 97A, 97B, 299A, & 306A 
 
Prime contractors must utilize the enclosed material when preparing their bid 
and must include any changes to the Schedule of Prices in their bid. 
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 

 
 

Jack A. Elston, P.E. 
Bureau Chief, Design and Environment 
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COMPLETION DATE PLUS WORKING DAYS (D1) 
Effective:  September 30, 1985  
Revised:   January 1, 2007 
 
Revise Article 108.05 (b) of the Standard Specifications as follows: 
 

"When a completion date plus working days is specified, the Contractor shall complete all 
contract items and safely open all roadways to traffic by 11:59 PM on October 31, 2028 
except as specified herein. 

 
The Contractor will be allowed to complete all clean-up work and punch list items within 10 
working days after the completion date for opening the roadway to traffic. Under 
extenuating circumstances the Engineer may direct that certain items of work, not affecting 
the safe opening of the roadway to traffic, may be completed within the working days 
allowed for clean up work and punch list items. Temporary lane closures for this work may 
be allowed at the discretion of the Engineer. 

 
Article 108.09 or the Special Provision for “Failure to Complete the Work on Time”, if included in 
this contract, shall apply to both the completion date and the number of working days. 
 
 
CTA STATUS OF UTILITIES 
Effective: June 1, 2016 
 
The table below contains a description of specific conflicts to be resolved and/or facilities which 
will require some action on the part of the Department’s contractor in cooperation with the CTA 
to proceed with work. 
 
UTILTIES TO BE ADJUSTED 
Conflicts noted below have been identified. The CTA has been notified of all conflicts and will be 
required to perform actions noted below. 
 

Revised 6/2/2026 
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The Contractor shall complete a post-construction track survey and inspection after completion 
of the operation. The post-construction track survey shall consist of the Contractor surveying the 
same points taken during the pre-construction track survey, according to Section 10 of the 
CTA Adjacent Construction Manual based off the operation that is completed last and with the 
furthest construction limit. 
 
All pre-construction and post-construction track survey work shall be incidental and included in 
the cost of the daily track monitoring. 
 
Forms shall be per Appendix E of the CTA Adjacent Construction Manual or as directed by the 
Engineer. 
 
Basis of Payment. This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per LUMP SUM for 
TRACK MONITORING. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VALVE VAULTS (BASIN) TO BE ABANDONED 
 
Description. This work shall consist of removing the frame and lid, removing the valve, plugging 
or capping the watermain and filling existing valve basins at the locations indicated in the plans 
or as directed by the Engineer. In addition to this special provision, this work shall be completed 
in accordance with applicable portions of Sections 593 and 605 of the Standard Specifications 
and Section 33 12 20 (3.5) Dept. of Water Management Special Provisions for Water and Sewer 
Main Construction.  
 
The material used to fill the valve basins shall be aggregate or Controlled Low Strength Material 
(CLSM) meeting the requirements of Section 1019 of the Standard Specifications and Section 
33 12 20 (3.5) Dept. of Water Management Special Provisions for Water and Sewer Main 
Construction.  
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All excavation and restoration of parkway shall be considered as part of this item. If the 
foundation is in sidewalk, an expansion joint shall be required between the sidewalk 
and the foundation.  
 
Basis of Payment. This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per each for 
CONCRETE FOUNDATION FOR TYPE SUPER "P" BASEMOUNTED TRAFFIC 
SIGNAL CONTROLLER CABINET. 
 
 
HANDHOLE, ELECTRIC, WITH FRAME AND COVER (CDOT) 
HANDHOLE, ELECTRIC, WITH FRAME AND COVER (CDOT) 
Effective: March 16, 2024 
Revised: June 1, 2026 (Basis of Payment) 
CDOT SP 814-1 
 
Description. The following CDOT Division of Electrical Operations (DEO) material 
specifications and standard drawings are applicable to this work. 
 
Material Specifications: 1458, 1528  
Standard Drawings: 866, 867, 871, 872, 874, 10927 
 
This item shall consist of furnishing and installing or constructing an electrical handhole 
with frame and cover in pavement, parkway, driveway, or sidewalk.  
 
Materials. Frames and covers shall meet the requirements of Material Specification 
1458. Handholes shall meet the requirements of Material Specification 1528. 24” 
frames and covers shall meet the requirements of Standard Drawing 872. 30” frames 
and covers shall meet the requirements of Standard Drawing 874 and 10927. Bricks 
shall meet the requirements of Section 1041 of the IDOT Standard Specifications for 
Road and Bridge Construction (SSRBC). All other materials used shall meet the 
appropriate material requirements of the Standard Specifications.  
 
General Requirements. The handhole shall be a precast concrete structure, or, if 
conditions merit, a cast in place concrete structure, complete with cast iron frame and 
cover, and conforming in detail with Standard Drawing 867 for 30” handholes, Standard 
Drawings 866 or 871 for heavy-duty handholes, except that the number of conduit 
openings shall be as shown on the construction plans.  
 
Each handhole shall be installed at the location specified on the plans or at the location 
identified by the Resident Engineer.  
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Construction Requirements. The area where the handhole is to be placed shall be 
properly excavated. All disposable material shall be properly disposed of per Article 
202.03 of the SSRBC. Each handhole shall be set or constructed on a foundation of 
loose stone not less than eight inches (8") deep. The 36" handhole for pavement 
installation shall have a floor as shown in Drawing Number 871. The frame casting 
shall be accurately set on a full bed of mortar to the finished elevation so that no 
subsequent adjustment shall be necessary. It is desirable not to use a neck for the 
frame. However, if approved by the Resident Engineer, mortar and brick, or mortar and 
concrete rings, may be used to adjust to the proper grade. Adjustment rings, bricks, 
and frames shall be set in a full mortar bed. Use of partial bricks will not be allowed. 
Bricks shall be laid in full header courses only. Mortar shall be mixed in a proportion of 
one (1) part of cement to three (3) parts sand by volume of dry materials. After entering 
ducts have been installed in place in the handhole, the openings in the wall shall be 
plugged in an approved manner flush with the inner surface. If backfill is required, 
screenings shall be used and properly compacted. Parkway shall be restored to the 
proper grade. Pavement shall be properly restored to finished grade. Patching of the 
pavement shall be done with high early strength concrete meeting the requirements of 
Articles 1001 and 1020 of the Standard Specifications. Sidewalks shall be restored to 
the proper grade using a 5-inch thickness of concrete. The inside of the handhole shall 
be clean of all debris. 
 
Basis of Payment. This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per EACH for 
HANDHOLE (SPECIAL) or HEAVY DUTY HANDHOLE (SPECIAL). 
 
 
HYDRANT INSTALLATION (CDOT) 
Effective: January 1, 2023 
Revised: October 31, 2026 (Basis of Payment) 
SP 564-1 
 
Description. Work under this item shall be performed according to the City of Chicago 
Department of Water Management (DWM) Standard Specifications and include, but is 
not limited to, all labor, equipment, and material required to complete excavation, 
bedding, backfilling, removal of spoil, sheeting and bracing, and removal of ground 
water in the prices bid for this Item providing and installing fire hydrants, as detailed in 
the plans, standard drawings, work order and/or as directed by the Commissioner. 
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REPLACE FRAME, LID AND MANHOLE ROOF WITH 30” FRAME, LID AND MANHOLE 
ROOF (CDOT) 
 
Effective: January 1, 2023 
Revised: June 1, 2026 (Basis of Payment) 
CDOT SP 604-7 
 
Description. Work under this item shall consist of replacing an existing manhole/ handhole 
frame, lid and manhole roof with new 30-inch frame, lid, and manhole roof as detailed in the 
plans, standard drawings, work order and/or as directed by the Commissioner. The existing 
manhole/handhole may be located in the street, in the sidewalk, or in the parkway. 
 
Materials. The 30-inch frame and lid shall be as shown in Standard Drawings 874 and 10927. 
The new manhole frame shall be as shown on Standard Drawing 729. All frames and lids shall 
conform to Material Specification 1458. Bricks shall meet the requirements of Section 1041 of 
the IDOT Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction (SSRBC). Concrete must 
meet the requirements for Portland cement concrete, SI Class, in Section 1020 of the SSRBC. 
Dowel rods must meet the requirements of Article 1006.11 of the SSRBC. Reinforcement bars 
must meet the requirements of Article 1006.10 of the SSRBC. 
 
MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS STANDARDRAWING  
 1458  729, 872, 874, 10927 
 
Construction Requirements. Pavement, sidewalk, and dirt shall be removed to the extent 
necessary to remove the frame/lid and manhole roof. Existing manhole roof shall be broken 
down and removed. All removed material shall be disposed of according to the requirements of 
Article 202.03 of the SSRBC. The existing manhole walls shall be keyed to provide a bond with 
the new concrete roof. Reinforcement bars of sufficient size shall be doweled into the existing 
manhole walls. Holes drilled for dowel bars shall have the area around reinforcement bars filled 
with grout. Wooden forms shall be used to form the new concrete roof. The new roof shall be 
poured in place and shall be reinforced in accordance with Standard Drawing 729. The roof for 
parkway or sidewalk areas must accommodate a 24" frame and lid. The roof for a roadway must 
accommodate a 30" frame and lid. 
 
Mortar and brick, or mortar and concrete rings, shall be used to adjust to the frame and lid to the 
proper grade. With the approval of the Resident Engineer, the Contractor may use precast 
adjusting rings. Adjustment rings, bricks, and frames shall be set in a full mortar bed. Mortar 
shall be mixed in a proportion of one (1) part cement to three (3) parts sand by volume of dry 
mix. The interior of the adjustment shall be smooth. Use of partial bricks shall not be allowed. 
Bricks shall be laid in full -header courses only. In no instance shall the neck of the manhole or 
handhole exceed two (2) feet in depth. 
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The pavement, sidewalk, or parkway shall be restored to the proper grade after adjustment. 
Patching of pavement around a structure shall be with high early strength concrete meeting the 
requirements of Sections 1001 and 1020 of the SSRBC. The bituminous concrete layer shall be 
properly restored. Sidewalk shall be replaced to the nearest full slab, or expansion joint, and 
shall be a minimum of 5 inches in thickness. Parkways shall be properly backfilled and topped 
with appropriate soil material. 
 
Method of Measurement. This work will be measured for payment per each unit replaced. 
Basis of Payment. This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per EACH for 
MANHOLES TO BE ADJUSTED WITH NEW FRAME, CLOSED LID, BOLTED. All excavation 
and restoration, as well as bricks, concrete, mortar, backfill, soil, disposal of surplus excavated 
material, reinforcement bars, frames and lids, etcetera will be included in the unit price. 
 
 
ROD AND CLEAN EXISTING CONDUIT (CDOT) 
Effective: April 9, 2025 
CDOT SP 895-17 
 
Description. The following CDOT Division of Electrical Operations (DEO) material 
specifications and standard drawings are applicable to this work.  
 
Material Specifications: None Applicable  
Standard Drawings: None Applicable  
 
This work shall consist of inserting a duct rod or electrical fish rod or tape of sufficient 
length and rigidity into an electrical conduit opening in one electrical manhole or 
handhole and pushing the said rod through the conduit to emerge at the next or 
subsequent manhole in the conduit system at the location shown on the plans. The 
duct rod may be inserted and removed by any standard construction method which 
causes no damage to the conduit system. The size of the conduit may vary, but there 
shall be no differentiation in cost for the size of the conduit. 
 
The conduit system which is to be rodded and cleaned may exist with various amounts 
of standing water in the manholes or handholes. The contractor shall pump the water 
or sufficient water from the manholes or handholes to drain the conduit and to afford 
compatible working conditions for the installation of the duct rods and/or cables. The 
pumping of the manholes and handholes shall be included in the cost of rodding and 
cleaning of the conduit.  
 
Any manhole or handhole which, in the opinion of the Resident Engineer contains 
excessive debris, dirt or other materials to the extent that conduit rodding and cleaning 
is not feasible, shall be cleaned at the Commissioner’s direction and payment 
approved as a separate pay item, and not a part of this specification.  
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STEEL CASING PIPE AUGERED AND JACKED  
 
Description. This work shall consist of furnishing and installing steel casing pipe, of 
the required inside diameter, at locations shown on the plans.   This work shall consist 
of furnishing all labor, tools, equipment, and material necessary for the installation of 
the casing pipe complete in place by auger and jacking method, including jacking and 
receiving pit sizes, and temporary soil retention and support system, thrust walls, 
access plan; removal and disposal of excavated materials; protection, repair or 
replacement of utilities; dewatering, erosion and siltation control methods and devices 
to provide protection; supporting and installing carrier pipe within casing; filling of 
annular space between casing and carrier pipes; end seals; testing; and backfilling to 
the lines and grades as detailed in the plans. The work shall be performed according to 
Section 552 of the Standard Specifications, CTA Adjacent Construction Manual 2017, 
the City of Chicago Department of Water Management Standard Specifications 
included in Appendix C, as modified herein, and as shown on the plans. 
 
Materials. Steel casing pipe shall conform to ASTM A139 Grade A with continuous 
field-welded butt joints in accordance with AWWA C206, and a minimum yield strength 
of 35,000 psi. Casings shall be capable of withstanding the railroad loadings and other 
loads superimposed upon them. The minimum wall thickness for steel casing pipe per 
CTA guidelines in Appendix D of the adjacent Construction Manual shall be 0.813 
inches. All metallic casing pipes shall be designed for corrosion control and shall have 
an effective corrosion service life of 100-year period. Steel casing pipe and joints shall 
be made of metal and of leakproof construction.  
 

Nominal Diameter                                              Minimum Wall Thickness - Inches 
Pipe Size As specified      Per ASTM 

Comply with the requirements specified below for the carrier pipe. 

Casing Spacers: 

1. Bands: Molded high density polyethylene, 304 stainless steel, or 14 gauge 

2. (minimum) hot rolled and pickled steel. 

3. Steel band coating: Minimum 10 mil of fusion bonded PVC coating. 

4. Steel band liner: Minimum 0.090-inch PVC. 

5. Bolts, washers, and nuts: 304 stainless steel. 

6. Runners: Glass reinforced or glass filled high density reinforced plastic. 

7. Casing spacer configuration: Restrained, in all directions. 

8. Spacing: One spacer on each side of and a maximum of 12 inches from 
each joint, and a minimum of one between the joints, with additional 
spacers and as recommended by casing spacer manufacturer. 

Casing end seals: 

1. Use rubber end seals made specifically for this purpose.  
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Casing void pressure grout: 

1. Grout: Use clean dry concrete mix, composed of one part Portland cement 
and 10 parts of sand and gravel by volume, or other mix approved by the 
Engineer. 

2. Low density cellular concrete grout: 

a. Minimum net density: 45 pcf. 

b. Minimum compressive strength at 28 days: 160 psi. Casing corrosion 

protection systems: 

1. Anodes: 17-pound magnesium type. 

2. Anode connections: Welded. 

3. Provide copper connector cable from anode bags to casing. 

4. Weld connector cable to steel casing. 
 
Submittals. The contractor shall submit to the Engineer for approval, procedures for 
installation of the pipe casing and watermain, including: jacking pit size, receiving pit 
size, access plan, dewatering and erosion control plans, equipment and method of 
installation, temporary soil retention plans, temporary embankment support, methods 
of verifying accuracy of placement, and method of securing and welding steel pipe 
casing joints. No work will be allowed on this item until procedures have been 
approved by the Engineer.  In addition, the Contractor shall provide watermain 
installation procedures, pipe spacer locations, and material to fill annular space  
 
This work shall include the installation of a bracing system and/or temporary 
embankment support, excavation, and backfilling to the elevation of the proposed 
grade according to Section 502 and the following. The bracing system shall be 
designed and installed to prevent the movement of soil, structures, pavements and/or 
utilities adjacent to the excavated area. The Contractor shall submit design calculations 
and shop drawings prepared and sealed by an Illinois Licensed Structural Engineer for 
the bracing system or temporary embankment support. Shop drawings shall show all 
necessary details for the construction of the bracing system and temporary 
embankment support. The design calculations and shop drawings shall be submitted to 
the Engineer for review and acceptance. 
 
Construction Requirements. 
This work shall not proceed without authorization of the Engineer. However, the 
Contractor shall be fully responsible for the safety, stability and adequacy of the 
bracing system or temporary embankment support and shall be solely responsible and 
liable for all damages resulting from his construction operations or from failure or 
inadequacy of the bracing system or temporary embankment support. In the event the 
bracing system or temporary embankment support protecting the existing embankment 
fails or is otherwise inadequate, in the judgment of the Engineer, the Contractor shall, 
at his own expense, take all necessary steps to restore the embankments to a safe 
operating condition to the satisfaction of the Engineer. 
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The jacking and receiving pit shall be sized and remain in place for the watermain thrust 
block and riser shaft box structure installation.  The pits shall be completely removed after 
the excavation is backfilled and as directed by the Engineer.  When work has been 
completed the bracing system and temporary embankment support system shall be 
removed and disposed of according to Section 501 of the Standard Specifications or as 
directed by the Engineer. 

Erosion Control measures shall be in place prior to commencing storm sewer jacking 
operations. 
 
The Contractor shall monitor the top of rail elevation and develop a plan per the Special 
Provision TRACK MONITORING, including the number and location of top of rail points 
that shall be surveyed. One point shall be taken directly along the centerline of the casing 
pipe. The readings shall be recorded and provided to the Engineer upon request. Top of rail 
shall be marked so the same points are surveyed. The rail should be monitored during 
jacking operations a minimum of 4-hour intervals or according to CTA requirements. 
Movements of over one quarter (1/4) inch vertically shall be immediately reported to the 
Engineer. The Contractor may be required to stop operations, and CTA forces may have to 
be called to surface the track. In addition, if visuals sign of track settlement is apparent, 
additional readings will be required immediately, jacking operations shall be stopped, and 
the Engineer shall be notified. The rail shall also be monitored after jacking operations are 
complete. 
 
Any excess embankment excavation removed from the jacking and receiving pits, and the 
pipe tunneling operations shall be disposed of according to Section 669. 
 
The use of water under pressure jetting or puddling will not be permitted. Some boring may 
require water to lubricate cutter and pipe, and under such conditions, is considered dry 
boring. 

In the event the jacking is abandoned, all voids or abandoned holes caused by boring or 
jacking are to be filled by pressure grouting. The grout material should be sand cement 
slurry with a minimum of two (2) sacks of cement per cubic yard and a minimum of water to 
assure satisfactory placement. 
 
QC/QA Requirements. The contractor shall provide a manufacturer’s written certification 
that the materials used comply with the specifications including the most recent version of 
DWM Standard Specifications. 
 
Method of Measurement. This work will be measured for payment in place in feet. Non-
Special Waste disposal will be measured for payment according to Article 669.15. 

 
Basis of Payment. This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per foot for CASING 
PIPE, BORED AND JACKED, 54", including but not limited to the steel casing, jacking and 
receiving pits, bracing, excavation, grout, pipe spacers, geotechnical analysis and sampling, 
engineering design work, and all material, equipment, and labor to complete the work.   
 
Rail monitoring will be paid for according to the Special Provision TRACK MONITORING. 

Non-Special Waste disposal and soil testing will be paid for according to Article 669.16. 
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ethod of Measurement. Trees, Shrubs, Grasses, Perennials, Vines, Groundcovers, 
Bulbs, and Annuals will be measured per each of the type and size specified. Only 
acceptable plants will be measured for payment. 

All materials and maintenance activities required to provide and establish healthy, 
thriving plant material shall be considered incidental to this item. 

Basis of Payment. This work will be paid for at the contract price per each for TREE 
PLANTING IN TREEPITS, SHRUB, GRASS, PERENNIAL, VINE, GROUNDCOVER, 
BULB, and ANNUAL of the type and size specified, or as shown on the plans. 
Payment shall include furnishing and installing the plant material of the type and size 
specified, and all materials, equipment, and labor necessary to complete the work. 
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TRENCH AND BACKFILL WITH SCREENINGS (CDOT) 
Effective: March 9, 2024 
CDOT SP 810-3 
 
Description. The following CDOT Division of Electrical Operations (DEO) material 
specifications and standard drawings are applicable to this work.  
 
Material Specifications: Not Applicable 
Standard Drawings: 579, 813 
 
This work shall consist of excavating a trench for the installation of conduit and 
backfilling with limestone screenings as a portion of the total backfill of the trench, all 
as shown in Division of Electrical Operations Standard Drawings No. 579 and No. 813. 
This work shall meet all applicable requirements of Article 810.04(a) of the Standard 
Specifications.  
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VALVE INSTALLATION (CDOT) 
Effective: January 1, 2023 
Revised: January 1, 2026 (Basis of Payment) 
SP 561-10 
 
Description. Work under this shall be performed in accordance with the Chicago 
Department of Water Management (DWM) Standard Specifications. 

General Requirements. This work includes all labor, materials, and equipment 
necessary to install Chicago Standard Butterfly Valve of the specified diameter; basins, 
frames, lids, and all materials, supports and labor required to support any valves 
located in vaults as detailed in the plans, standard drawings, work order and/or as 
directed by the Commissioner, and includes the following: 

Installation of valve basins shall meet existing elevations with adjustment allowance for 
adjustment or reconstruction to meet proposed elevations at the time of pavement 
construction by others. 

The work performed on joining all pipe and fittings must be performed by a plumber, 
licensed in the City of Chicago. This work shall include but not be limited to the 
installation of the gasket, continuity wedges, and the tightening of all gland nuts and 
bolts. 

QC/QA Requirements. The contractor shall provide a manufacturer’s written 
certification that the materials used comply with all applicable provisions specified in 
the most recent version of DWM Standard Specifications. 

Method of Measurement. Work under this item will be measured for payment per 
each Valve Basin With Butterfly Valve, of the size specified or Valve Basin with 
Butterfly Valve (Special), of the size specified. 

Basis of Payment. This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per each for 
VALVE BASIN WITH BUTTERFLY VALVE, of the size specified and VALVE BASIN 
WITH BUTTERFLY VALVE (SPECIAL) of the size specified, and shall include all labor, 
equipment, and material necessary to perform the work specified above. 
 
 
WATER MAIN INSTALLED IN OPEN CUT (CDOT) 
Effective: January 1, 2023 
Revised: January 8, 2026 (Basis of Measurement and Payment) 
SP 561-2 
 
Description. Work under this item shall be performed according to Section 561 of the 
IDOT Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction and Chicago 
Department of Water Management (DWM) Standard Specifications, except as herein 
modified. 
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WATER MAIN TRANSITION SLEEVE (CDOT) 
Effective: January 1, 2023 
Revised: January 1, 2026 (Basis of Payment) 
SP 561-6 
 
Description. Work under this item shall be performed according to Section 561 of the 
IDOT Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction and Chicago 
Department of Water Management (DWM) Standard Specifications, and include, but 
not be limited to, furnishing all labor, tools, equipment, and material necessary for the 
installation of the transition sleeve and all accessories for the purpose of joining 2 
pieces of pipe with similar nominal size as detailed in the plans, standard drawings, 
work order and/or as directed by the Commissioner. 
 
QC/QA Requirements. The contractor shall provide a manufacturer’s written 
certification that the materials used comply with the specifications including the most 
recent version of DWM Standard Specifications. 
 
Method of Measurement. This work will not be measured separately for payment.  
 
Basis of Payment. This work will not be measured separately for payment but shall be 
INCLUDED in the cost of the watermain pipe. The work shall include the sleeve of the 
size specified, all labor, material, and equipment required to complete the work. 
 
 
WATER VALVES (CDOT) 
Effective: January 1, 2023 
Revised: January 1, 2026 (Basis of Payment) 
SP 561-8 
 
Description. Work under this item shall be performed in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 307 of the Chicago Department of Water Management 
Standard Specifications. This work consists of, but is not limited to, all labor, material, 
and equipment necessary to install City of Chicago Gate Valves as detailed in the 
plans, standard drawings, work order and/or as directed by the Commissioner. 

General Requirements. For resilient wedge gate valves the Contractor will install two 
(2) 1-inch test taps as indicated on the standard details contained in the plans. The 
work of joining all pipe and fittings must be performed by a plumber licensed in the 
State of Illinois or City of Chicago. This work will include but not be limited to the 
installation of the gasket, continuity wedges, and the tightening of all gland nuts and 
bolts. 

QC/QA Requirements. The Contractor must provide a manufacturer’s written 
certification that the materials comply with these specifications. 
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Method of Measurement. This work will be measured in place per each gate valve 
installed, as determined by the Commissioner. The installation of test taps in the same 
basin will not be measured for payment and will be included in the cost of this work. 
The installation of the basin, test taps, and other work required will not be measured for 
payment and included in the cost of this work. 

Basis of Payment. This work will be paid at the contract unit price per each for 
VALVE BASIN WITH GATE VALVE of the size and type specified or VALVE BASIN 
(SPECIAL) WITH GATE VALVE of the size specified. The contract unit price will 
include test taps for valves, basin with frame and lid, fittings, gaskets, continuity 
wedges, and the provision and proper installation of all gland nuts and bolts and all 
other work required to complete the valve installation. Test taps for valves and valve 
basins with frame and lids will not be paid for separately and shall be included in the 
cost of this item. 
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WORK RESTRICTIONS 
Trees three inches or greater in diameter at breast height shall not be cleared from April 1st 
through September 30th of any given year.  
 
The Contractor shall not implement the full closure of Laramie Avenue (including implementing 
the detour route) prior to completion of water main work sequence (i) as shown on Drawing 90, 
which includes the relocation of the 36” diameter water main crossing I-290 and associated 
work. 
 
Operational restrictions shall be observed during the construction sequencing of the proposed 
36-inch feeder main (water mains 16-inches and larger) replacement and abandonment work. 
These restrictions are required to maintain system reliability and adequate water supply to the 
surrounding service area throughout the duration of construction and are as follows: 
 

1. The proposed 36-inch feeder main replacement in S Laramie Avenue may be 
constructed prior to the start of bridge work and prior to the completion of the 36-inch 
feeder main abandonment, provided all other operational restrictions outlined below are 
satisfied. 
 

2. The existing 36-inch feeder main in S Cicero Avenue at I-290 and the existing 36-inch 
feeder main in S Central Avenue at I-290 shall not be taken out of service 
simultaneously with the proposed 36-inch feeder main replacement in S Laramie 
Avenue. At no time during construction shall more than one of these three feeder mains 
be out of service concurrently. 

3. The proposed 36-inch feeder main replacement in S Laramie Avenue shall not be under 
construction simultaneously with the proposed feeder main replacements in W Lexington 
Street and W Flournoy Street. Construction of either the S Laramie Avenue feeder main 
replacement or the W Lexington Street and W Flournoy Street feeder main 
replacements may proceed, but not both concurrently. The construction sequencing plan 
shall clearly delineate these phases to ensure compliance with this restriction. 

4. The proposed feeder main replacements in W Lexington Street and W Flournoy Street 
shall not be taken out of service during the peak demand season, defined as May 15 
through September 15. All construction activities requiring the feeder mains in W 
Lexington Street and W Flournoy Street to be out of service shall be scheduled outside 
of this period. 
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COMBINATION CURB AND GUTTER TYPE B V.12 (CDOT)  
 
Description: Work under this item shall be performed according to Section 606 of the IDOT 
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, and to the City of Chicago 
Department of Transportation Regulations for Openings, Construction and Repair in the Public 
Way.  The work consists of constructing variable height Portland Cement Concrete (PCC) 
combination curb and gutter greater than 3” in height and less than 9” in height. 
 
Materials: Materials shall meet the applicable requirements of Division 1000 of the Standard 
Specifications. 
 
Construction Requirements: Meet applicable requirements of Section 606 of the Standard 
Specifications.  Construct combination concrete curb and gutter type B V.12 (CDOT) at the 
locations, widths and thickness shown on the Plans. 
 
Method of Measurement: COMBINATION CURB AND GUTTER TYPE B V.12 (CDOT) will be 
measured for payment in feet along the flow line of the gutter and along the face of the concrete 
curb, which measurement will include drainage castings incorporated in various curbs and curbs 
and gutters. 
 
Basis of Payment: This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per foot for 
COMBINATION CURB AND GUTTER TYPE B V.12 (CDOT). 
 
 
SHREDDED HARDWOOD BARK MULCH 
Effective:  June 1, 2012 
Revised:  March 21, 2022 
CDOT SP 251-1 
 
Description.  The work under this item shall consist of furnishing, transporting, and placing 
shredded hardwood mulch into planting beds or around trees as described herein. 
 
Materials.  Hardwood bark mulch shall be clean, finely shredded mixed hardwood bark, not to 
exceed two (2) inches in its largest dimension, free of foreign matter, sticks, stones, and clods.  
All hardwood bark mulch shall be processed through a hammermill.   
 
General Requirements.  The Contractor shall supply and install shredded hardwood bark 
mulch to mulch around trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants in landscaped planting beds. 
Existing trees require a four (4) foot minimum diameter ring around the base of the tree.  Annual 
areas shall be mulched with pine bark fines.  
 
The Contractor shall remove all litter and plant debris, repair grade by raking and adding planter 
soil mix or pulverized topsoil as needed prior to mulching.  Care shall be taken not to bury 
leaves, stems, or vines under mulch material. 
 
All finished mulch areas shall be left smooth and level to maintain a uniform surface and 
appearance.  All work areas shall be clean of debris and mulch prior to leaving the site. 
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Submittals.  A sample shall be provided prior to performing the work. 
 
Construction Requirements.  Place mulch manually around plants as follows: 

Annuals:  Spread one (1) inch of mulch lightly through annual plantings. 

Perennials, bulbs, groundcovers, vines, grasses:  Spread two (2) inches of mulch around 
plants.  Ensure mulch is away from crowns of plants. 

Shrubs, including roses:  Spread three (3) inches of mulch around shrub.  Ensure mulch is 
away from stems and crown of shrub. 

Trees, shade and ornamental:  Spread three (3) inches of mulch around trees.  Do not pile 
mulch around trunk; ensure root flare is visible. 

 
Mechanical or power mulch systems are not acceptable methods of placing shredded hardwood 
mulch. 
 
Method of Measurement.  SHREDDED HARDWOOD BARK MULCH will be measured for 
payment in place and the area computed in square yards. 
 
Basis of Payment.  This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per square yard for 
SHREDDED HARDWOOD BARK MULCH, which price shall be payment for completing the 
work as specified. 
 
 
WATER MAIN TEST TAP 
Effective:  January 1, 2023 
Revised:  June 1, 2026 
CDOT SP 561-5 
 
Description. Work under this item shall be performed in accordance with Section 561 of the 
IDOT Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, and Chicago Department of 
Water Management (DWM) Standard Specifications, and include, but not be limited to, precast 
basin, frame and grate, bedding aggregate material, and furnishing all labor, tools, equipment, 
and material necessary for the installation of the test tap and all accessories for monitoring 
pressure as detailed in the plans, standard drawings, work order and/or as directed by the 
Commissioner.  
 
QC/QA Requirements. The contractor shall provide a manufacturer’s written certification that 
the materials used comply with the specifications including the most recent version of DWM 
Standard Specifications.  
 
Method of Measurement. This work will be measured for payment per each installed.  
 
Basis of Payment. This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per each for WATER 
MAIN TEST TAP, of the size specified, which price shall include all labor, material, and 
equipment required to complete the work as specified. 
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WATER SERVICE CONNECTION 
MODIFIED (CDOT SP 561-9, 565-7 AND 562-1) 
 
Description. Work under this item shall consist of paying for and obtaining a water main tap 
permit from the Chicago Department of Water Management (DWM), scheduling date and time 
for the DWM to perform the tap, excavation to the water main, exposing the water main, 
cleaning the exterior of the water main, installing copper piping from the water tap to the water 
valve assembly (curb stop and buffalo box), and placing and compacting trench backfill for each 
of the water service connections as detailed in the plans, standard drawings, work order and/or 
as directed by the Commissioner. 
 
The Contractor shall coordinate with DWM a minimum of 90 days prior to starting the work. The 
Contractor shall notify the property owners a minimum of 45 days’ notice prior to water shut off. 
The DWM will complete the service outside the public Right of Way (within private property).  
 
Materials. Water valves, 2 inch, shall be curb stops fabricated of brass and provided with 
outlets suitable for copper connections. Curb stops shall be of the round-way type conforming to 
AWWA Standard C800-89 Underground Service Line Valves and Fittings. 
 
Curb Stops shall be housed in curb boxes. Curb boxes shall be screw type, with the base 
threaded to attach to the curb stop or shall be Buffalo or "arch" type, and of such construction 
that it shall be capable of extension to finished grade. Base sections and lids shall be cast of 
heavy, high grade iron. "Water" shall be marked on lid. Curb stop and box shall be equipped 
with a shut-off rod, typically 2 inches shorter than the curb box at is maximum extension 
 
Construction Requirements. This work shall be performed by a City of Chicago Licensed 
Plumbing Contractor. All work performed shall be in accordance with the latest editions of the 
following:  

a. DWM Standard Specifications.  
b. City of Chicago Plumbing Code.  
c. IDOT Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction (SSRBC).  
d. AWWAC800Underground Service Line Valves and Fittings. The Contractor shall 

obtain a Water Tap Permit from the DWM at 121 N. LaSalle Street (City Hall), Room 
1111. 

 
The Contractor shall obtain a Water Tap Permit from the DWM at 121 N. LaSalle Street (City 
Hall), Room 1111. The contractor shall supply approved shop drawings which indicate 
maximum flow rates, length of taps from property lines, and any other information required by 
DWM.  
 
When required per the Commissioner the contractor shall supply a Public Way Opening Permit 
from CDOT’s Public Right of Way Permit Office. The Contractor shall schedule the date and 
time to perform the tap with DWM. The tap date is approximately two (2) weeks following permit 
issuance. The tap date shall be coordinated with the Construction Phasing and the Maintenance 
of Traffic Plans, to minimize traffic conflicts. 
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The Contractor shall not remove pavement or excavate trench to the water main more than one 
(1) working day prior to the scheduled tap, unless otherwise approved by the Commissioner. 
The placement and anchoring of steel plates and all additional traffic control required shall be 
considered incidental to this item.  
 
Excavation (including disposal of any excavated material) shall be in accordance with applicable 
portions of Section 202 of SSRBC. Excavation shall be the minimum area required to facilitate 
the water tap. All shoring required shall be considered incidental to this item. This item shall also 
include excavation required to install pipe from the Water Tap to the Water Valve Assembly.  
 
The excavation for water taps to be installed under pavement shall be from the sub-grade 
elevation to the depth required to perform the water tap. The excavation for water taps under 
non-paved areas shall be from the existing surface elevation to the depth required to perform 
the tap. Excavation shall not be paid for separately but shall be considered incidental to this 
item. Pavement removal and replacement shall be paid for using applicable line items. 
Restoration of non-paved areas shall be paid using applicable line items.  
 
The Contractor shall clean the exterior of the water main to facilitate placement of the “saddle” 
by DWM to perform the water tap. The Contractor shall use equipment which will not damage 
the water main. If the water main is not prepared to the satisfaction of the DWM the tap will not 
be performed and shall be rescheduled.  
 
The Contractor shall install Type K Copper Pipe, 2 inch diameter from the water tap to the 
Water Valve Assembly. This work shall be considered incidental to this item.  
 
Trench Backfill shall be placed and compacted in accordance with Section 208 of the SSRBC 
and shall be included in the cost of this item. Trench backfill shall be in accordance with DWM 
Standard Specifications. 
 
Any water service shut-off box, which is damaged by the Contractor, must be repaired, or 
replaced with a plastic shut-off box at his/her own expense. The Contractor will not be permitted 
to operate service control valves or any line valves of the water distribution system. If any 
damage is caused to the water service or water shut-off valve, the Department of Water 
Management personnel will repair or replace them and charge the cost to the Contractor. 
Payments to the Contractor, in the amount of damages, will be withheld until they are resolved 
with the Department of Water Management. 
 
QC/QA Requirements. The contractor shall provide a manufacturer’s written certification that 
the materials used comply with the specifications.  
 
Method of Measurement. This work will be measured for payment per each installed.  
 
Basis of Payment. This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per each for WATER 
SERVICE CONNECTION, of the size specified, which price shall include all labor, material, and 
equipment required to complete the work as specified. 
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WATER SERVICE REMOVAL 
 
Description. Work shall be performed according to Section 562 of the standard specifications 
and work under this item consists of excavating and removing existing water service lines from 
existing water main tap location to water valve assembly (curb stop/buffalo box) which is 
currently servicing private property owners, and placing and compacting trench backfill for each 
of the water service connections as detailed in the plans, standard drawings, work order and/or 
as directed by the Commissioner.  
 
Construction Requirements. The existing service line contains LEAD. The Contractor shall 
take all precautions necessary to properly handle and dispose of the material in accordance 
with these specifications and Illinois IEPA requirements.  This work shall be completed by a City 
of Chicago Licensed Plumbing Contractor with lead abatement training and adhere to OSHA, 
EPA, state plumbing code requirements and with the Lead Service Line Replacement and 
Notification Act. 
 
The Contractor shall schedule the date and time to perform this work in conjunction with the 
new Water Service Connection, and this work shall be completed after the new service is 
installed and operational, or as directed by the DWM or Engineer. The removal shall be 
coordinated with the Construction Phasing and the Maintenance of Traffic Plans, to minimize 
traffic conflicts. The placement and anchoring of steel plates and all additional traffic control 
required shall be considered incidental to this item.  
 
Excavation (including disposal of any excavated material) shall be in accordance with applicable 
portions of Section 202 of SSRBC. Excavation shall be the minimum area required to facilitate 
the water line removal and the removal of the valve (curb stop/buffalo box). All shoring required 
shall be considered incidental to this item.  
 
Excavation shall not be paid for separately but shall be considered incidental to this item. 
Pavement removal and replacement shall be paid for using applicable line items. Restoration of 
non-paved areas shall be paid using applicable line items.  
 
Trench Backfill shall be placed and compacted in accordance with Section 208 of the SSRBC 
and shall be included in the cost of this item. Trench backfill shall be in accordance with DWM 
Standard Specifications. 
 
Method of Measurement. This work will be measured for payment per each.  
 
Basis of Payment. This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per each for WATER 
SERVICE REMOVAL, which price shall include all labor, material, and equipment required to 
complete the work as specified. 
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BLOW OFF ASSEMBLY 
Modified CDOT SP 561-1 (June 1, 2026) 

 
Description. Work under this item shall be performed according to Section 561 of the IDOT 
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction and Chicago Department of Water 
Management (DWM) Standard Specifications, except as herein modified. 
 
Construction Requirements. The blow off assembly shall be according to DWM standard 
detail FM-19, except that an separate precast concrete basin is not required as the watermain 
items will be housed in the precast riser shaft.  This work shall include, but not be limited to, 
furnishing all labor, tools, equipment, and material necessary for the installation of the blow off 
assembly and all accessories as detailed in the plans, standard drawings, work order and/or as 
directed by the Commissioner, for watermain components including, 36”X8” 3BMJ Tee 
connection to proposed watermain,  8”x1/8 1BMJ Bend, 8” D.I. Pipe, 8” MJ Valve, 8”x8” 3BMJ 
Tee, 8” MJ plug and cap, supports, and all other work required to complete the blow off 
assembly. Provisions shall be made in the top slab of the precast riser shaft to provide an 
opening to assist with drainage equipment as directed by CDWM. 
 
QC/QA Requirements. The contractor shall provide a manufacturer’s written certification that 
the materials used comply with the specifications including the most recent version of the DWM 
Standard Specifications. 
 
Method of Measurement. This work will be measured for payment per each.  
 
Basis of Payment. This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per each for BLOW OFF 
ASSEMBLY, which price shall include all labor, material, and equipment required to complete 
the work as specified. 
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WATER SERVICES 2-INCHES & SMALLER 
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SEWER MANHOLES, CATCH BASINS, INLETS & SPECIAL STRUCTURES 
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EXCAVATION, TRENCHING AND BACKFILLING 
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