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US Department Hlinois Division 3250 Executive Park Drive
of Transportation Springfield, llinois 652703
Federal Highway November 9. 2007

Administragtion

Mr. Keaneth Westlake
US Environnental Protection Ageney = In Reply Refer To:
Environmental Planning and Uvaluation Branch ;;p;‘_;{_nﬂ
Kegion S =
77 West Jackson Blvd,
Chicago, 1L 60604

Dear Mr. Westlake:

The Federal Highway Administration (FITWA), in eooperation with the Hlinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), 1s initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Elgin
O Hare - West Bypass. The project study arca is located in Du P;wc and Cook Counties. The study
arca boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, T1. S3 Interstate 290 (1-290) on the
west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 30 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised ot residential, commercial and industrial development. Major transportation
hubs of national significance are present in the project ares including O Hare International Airport
and the Bensenville ruilroad vard as well as five interstate facilities {1-355, 1-190, [-90, 1-294 and 1
290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire study
arca as well as the dev Liopm ntand evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A travel demand
model and a Geographic Informaticn System database will be the primary technical wols nsed 10
identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts during the Tier One EIS,

The Tier One EIS will conelude with a record of decision selecting a preferved rransportation system

alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be advanced to Tier

Pwo National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document(s) that will focus un detailed
snvironmental analvses

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencics for this project, are responsible for identifying Federal,
state and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting thosc enfities to be
participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies are
responsible to identify, as early as possible, any issucs of concern regarding the project’s potential
environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an agency from
granting a permut or other approval that is needed for the project. Additionally, FHWA is required to

invite agencies with jurisdiction by law or with special expertise with Tespeet to environmental issues
o be cooperating agencies, in accordance with 40 CFR 1301.6 of the Council on Environmenial

Quality’s Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provision of NEPA,
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The FHWA und IDOT identified the US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) as an
agency that may have an interest in the project because of the potential environmental imp;icts in
the preposed project arca and USEDPA has special expertise with respect to this and othe
environmental 1ssues. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and 1DOT invite the USEPA to become
aparticipating agency and a cooperating agency in the development of the LIS for the Llgin
O'Hare-West Bypass project. The designation does not imply that your agency either supports
the proposal or has any special expertise with respect to evaluation of the project.

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should mclude the following as they relate to vour arca of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and carly mput on detining the purpose and need, determining the range
of alternataves to be carried forward, and the methodelogies and level of detail required in the
alternatrves analwsis;

Participate m coordination mectings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

Timely review and comment on the pre-draft or pre-final Environmental documents to reflect

[N R

tews and concerns of your agency on the adequacy of the document, alternatives
and mitgation.

the v
considered, and the anticipated impacts

Please respond to our oftice at the above histed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
tis imvitation to be both a cooperating and participating sgency prior to December 10, 2007, 1 vour
agency declines to be a "‘s&:t}u;mtmu agency, the response should state vour reason for declining the
invitation. Pursuant to SAFUTEA-LU Section 6002, a Federal agency that chooses to decline 1o be a
participating agency must specifically state in its response that it

s Has no jurisdiction or authonty with respect to the project:
e Has no expertise or information relevant o the project; and

»  Daes not intend to submit comments on the project.

It you have any questions or would hke to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the prcpa*‘ation of this EIS, please contact me at (217)
492-4023, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Fm:mr\mmmi ~ection Chief. Bureau of Design and
Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and mterest in this project.

Matt Fuller
Environmental Programs Lngineer

Tor: Norman R, Swoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

o

v
Mr. t:m k. Harm, IDOT Deputy Director, -Interim Bureau Chiel of Design and Environment
Ms. Diane O Keefe, [DOT Deputy Director, Region 1 Enginecr
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50 Executive Park Drive

Hlinois Division 32
Springfield, llinois 82703

us :}’“pu iy
Of Transporiai

Federal Hsghwcy Naovember 9. 2007
Administration

Mr. Don Klima, Director ) e
) N . In Reply Refer To:
:‘»\d\'zsor)- Counci! on Historic Preservation " HPER-II
100 Pennsvlvania Ave. NW, Ste 803 o
»‘» ashington, DC 20004

Dear My, Klima

The Federal Highway ;wmmmacm (FHWA) i cooperation with the Tlinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study arca is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area houndary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 33/Interstate 290 (1-
2900 on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-293) on the cast.

The study area covers approximately 30 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’ Hare
Interational Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-353,
190, 1-90, 1294 and 1-290).

[he Tier One EIS will inclu § an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system altematives, A

travel der and mm};z‘:! and a Geograplie Information System database will be the primary
teehnical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

Th Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS projects with independent utility may be
adv an::ed to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document(s) that will focus
on detailed environmental analyses

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are rﬁsponxlbie for identifving
Federal, state and local *we; ies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities Lo be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, f‘le*v;ible
Efficient fransportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencics
arc responsible to identify, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
poteniial environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
agency from granting a permit or other approval that is needed for the project.
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The FHWA and 1DOT identified me Advisory Council on Historie Preservation (ACHP) as an
agency that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and 1DOT
nvite the ACHP to become a participating agency in the deve lopruent of the EIS lor the Elgin

O’Hare-West Bypass project. The duwnamn does not imply that your agency either supports

the proposal or has any special expertise with respect to evaluation of the project.

Phe FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
hould include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

L. Provide meaningtul and carly input on defining the purpose and need, determining the
range of alternatives (o be carried forw ard, and the methodologies and level of detail
required in the alternatives analysis;

Participate in coordination meetings and joint tield reviews, as appropriate; and

I

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial
of this invitation to be a participating agency prior to December 10, 2007. If your agency
i"clinﬁ o be a participating agency, the response should state vour reason for declining the
imvitation. Pursuant to SAFETEA- i. L Section 6002, a Federal agency that chooses to decline to
be a participating agency must specifically state in its response that it

* Hus no jurisdiction or authority with respect to the project;

¢ Has no expertise or information relevant to the project; and

¢ Does not imtend to subimit comments on the project.
It you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and ru:pons;hths during the preparation of this LIS, please contact me at (2
492-4025, or Barbare H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief. Bureau of Design and

Environment at (217) 783-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely,

Matt Fuller
Environmental Programs Engincer

For: Norman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

o
Mr. Eric E. Harm, IDOT Deputy Director, -Interim Bureau Chief of Design and Environment
Ms. Diane O'Keefe, [DOT Deputy Director, Region | Engineer
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LS Department Iinois Division 3280 Executive Park Drive
of Trensporiahon Spningfield, lilincis 82703
Federal Highway November 9, 2007

Administration

. Willie Tavlor
Dm ctor of Environmental Policy and Compliance
United States Department of the Interior
1849 C Sirect N'W
Washington, DC 20240

In Reply Refer o
HPER-IL

Dear Dr. Tavior:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT). is initating a Tier One Frnvironmental Impuact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north. [L 53/Interstate 290 (I-
290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 30 square miles. The project area is a densely developed

uburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O Hare
lntc’mmii onal Atrport and the Bensenville railroad vard as well as five interstate facilities (1-353
[-190, 1-90, 1-294 and 1-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System datubasc will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential envi ironmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternativeys). Fellowing the Tier One EIS. projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document(s) that will tocus
on detailed environmental analyscs

The FHWA and 1DOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, state and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
catities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible to identfy, as carly as possible. any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
agency from granling a permit or other approval that is needed for the project.
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The FHWA and IDOT identificd the US Department of the Interior (DOD us an agency that may
have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and [DOT inviie DOl o
become u parricipaling agency in the development of the EIS {or the Elgin O Hare-West vazws
project. The designation does not imply that vour agency cither supports the proposal or has any
special expertise with respect 1o evaluation of the project.

The FHWA and IDOT propose that vour agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the inilowv 2 as they relate to vour arca of expertise:

1. Provide meanir

ngtul and early input on detining the purpose and need, determining the
range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologics und level of detail
required 1 the alternatives analysis,

2. Parucipate in coordination meetings and joint ficld reviews, as appropriate; and

Please rmpond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial
of this invitation 10 be a participating agency prior to Dwunbu 14}‘ 20071t your agency
declines to be a participating agency. the response should state vour reason for declining the
mnvitation. Pursuant o SAFETEA-LU Secti
I

ton 6002, a Federal agency that chooses to decline to
be a participating agency must specif

ally state in its response that it

* Has no jurisdiction or authority with respect to the project:

* Has no expertise or mformation relevant to the project; and

¢ Does not intend to submut comments on the project.
[f yvou have any questions o1 would like o discuss in more detil the project or our agencies’
-espective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this FIS, please contact me at (217)
492-4025, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chiet, Bureau of Desiyn and
Environment al (217) 785-4243,

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely,

Matt Fuller
Environmental Programs Engineer

For: Normun R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

e
Mr. Eric E. Harm, IDOT Deputy Director, -Interim Bureau Chiel of Design and Environment

Ms. Dmr O’Keefe, IDOT Deputy Director, Region 1 Engineer
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> P po ﬂk.
inots Division 3250 Execubve Park Drive
Springfield, Hlinois 82703
Federal Htghway November 9. 2007
Administration

Mr. Steve Hamer, Program Manager T eafor T
. [n Reply Refer To:

Himois Departmaent of Natural Resources “ HPER-II

Division of Natural Resource Review and Coordination ’

One Nawral Resources Way

Springfield, 1L 62702

Dear Mr. Hamer:

The Federal I“ligimu y ~\~‘immi»:n'3§mn (FHW A} i cooperation with the Hlinots Department of
Transportation ¢1I3O7T), is initiating a Tier One lﬂmna}mmmg. Impact Statement (EIS) for the Elgin
(" Hare - West B)"Pam. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties, The :’xudw
area boundary 1s bordered by Interstate 90 (1- 90y on the north, [1 533/ Interstate 290 (I-290) on the
west and south. and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east.

The study arca covears a;)uxmxmaldj 30 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban arca comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major transportation
hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O Harve International Airpoert
and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 1-190, 1-90, 1-294 and I-
2903,

The Tier One E1S will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the eniire study
arca as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A travel demand
model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary technical tools used to
identity transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One LTS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transporiation system
alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS. projects with independent utility may be advanced to Tier
Two ?\me;m} Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document(s) that will focus on detailed

covironmental analyses

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying Federal,
state and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those entities to be
participatimg agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable. Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies are
mspmmhk: t identify, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s potential
environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an agency from
granting a permit or other approval that 15 needed for the project. Additionally, FHWA is required to
myite agencies with jurisdiction by law or with special expertise with respect to environmental issues
o be cooperating agencies, inaccordance with 40 CFR 1301.6 of the Council on Environmental
Quality’s Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provision of NEPA.
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Fhe FHWA and IDOT identified the Hlinots Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) as an agency
that may have an interest in the project because of the potentizl environmental impacts to natural
resources m the proposed project area and IDNR has special expertise with respect to this and other
environmental issues. lnue tore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT nvite the IDNR (o become a
paracipaling agency and a cooperating agency in the development of the EIS tor the Flum O Hare-

West Bypass project. The designation does not imply that your agency either supporis the proposal or

has any special mpwtiso with respeet to evaluation of the project

The FHWA and INDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

I Provide meaningtul and early input on defining the purpose and need, determining the range
of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodelogies and level of detail required in the
alternatives analysis;

Participate n wurd: nation meetings and joint ficld reviews, as appropriate; and

Timely review and comment on the pxud; aft or pre-final Environmental documents w retlect
the views and concerns of your agency on the adequacy of the document, alternatives
considered, and the anticipated impacts and mitigation.

[0}

]

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this mvitation to be both a cooperating and participating agency prior to December 10, 2007, 1f vour
ageney dechines to be a participating agency, the response should state vour reason for declining the
mvitation. Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a Federal agency that chooses to decline w be a
participating agency must specitically state in its response that it;

*  Has no jurisdiction or authority with respect 1o the project;

LI &

5 no expertize or information relevant to the project; and
»  Does notintend to submit comments on the project.

I you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS. please contact me at (217)
492-4623, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chisf, Burcau of Design and
Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.
Sincerely,
/ W /W_})\J

Matt Fuller
Environmental Programs Engincer

For: Norman R. Stoner, P.L.
Division Admuinistrator

Mr. Enc E. Harm, IDOT Deputy Director. -Interim Bureau Chief of Desizn and Environment
Ms. Dianc O Keefe, IDOT Deputy Director, Region | Engincer
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US Department Hlinois Division 250 Executive Park Drive
Of Tansportaron Springfield, lilinois 62703
Federal Highway November 9, 2007

Administration ‘

Ms. Marisol Simon. Regional Administrator
Federal Transit Administration

200 West Adams Street, Ste 320

Chicago, IL 60606

In Reply Reler To

Dear Ms. Simon:

I'he Federal Highway Administration (FITWA), in cooperation with the Ulinois Departinent of
Transportation (IDOT). is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Elgin
O Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. The study
arca boundary 1s bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 33/ Interstate 290 (1-290) on the
west and south, and Interstate 294 (I-294) on the cast.

The study arca covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major transportation
hubs of national significance are present in the project arca including O Hare International Airport
and the Bensenville railread yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-333, 1-190, 1-90. [-294 and I-
290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire study
area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal systemn alternatives. A travel demand
model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary technical tols used to
identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts dunng the Tier One ELS.

The Tier One ELS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation system
alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be advanced to Tier
Two National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document(s) that will focus on detailed
environmental analyses

The FHIWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project. are responsible for identifving Federal,
state and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those entities to be
participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable. Flexible, Lifiicient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies are
responsible to identify, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s potential
environmental or secioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an agency from
granting a permit or other approval that is needed for the project. Additionally, FHWA is required to
invite agencies with jurisdiction by law or with special expertise with respect o envirournental issues
1o be cooperating agencies, in accordance with 40 CFR 1501.6 of the Council on Environmental
Quality’s Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provision of NEPA,

'+
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The FHWA and IDOT identified the Federal Transit Adminsiration (IFTA) as an ageney that may
have an interest in the project because of the potential involvement of transit facilities. Therefore.
with this letter, FHWA and IDOT mvite the FIA 1o become a participating agency and a
Cooperating agency in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West Bypass project. The
designation does not imply that vour agency cither supports the proposal or has any special expertise

with respect to evaluation of the project.

The FHWA and IDOT propose thal vour ageney’s role in the development of the above project
should mclude the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

L. Provide meaningful and carly input on defining the purpose and need, determining the range
of alternatives o be carried forward, and the methodologies and level of detail required in the
alternatives analysis,

Participate in coerdination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

Timely review and comment on the pre-drat or pre-final Environmental documents 1o reflect
the views and concerns of your agency on the adequacy of the document, alternatives

(TR o)

considered, and the anticipated impacts and mitigation,

Please respond to our office at the above listed address m writing, with an acceptance or deniad of
this invitation o be both a cooperating and participating agency prior to December 10, 2007, 1f vour
ageney declines to be a participating agency, the response should state vour reason for declining the
mvitation. Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a Federal agency that chooses to decline 1o be a
participating agency must specifically state in its response that it:

¢ Has no jurisdiction or authority with respect to the project;
»  Has no expertise or information relevant o the project; and

s  Does not miend to submit coniments on the project.

[f you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact me at (2
492-4623. or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, Bureau of Design and
Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for vour cooperation and interest in this project,

Sincerely, — 4

Matt Fuller
Environmental Programs Engincer

For: Norman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

My Eric E. Harm, IDOT Deputy Director, -Interim Bureau Chief of Design and Frvitonment
Ms. Diane O"Keefe, IDOT Deputy Director, Region | Engineer
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lllinois Division 3250 Executive Park Drive
of Fansportanon Springfield, Hlinois 62703

Federal Highway November 9, 2007
Administration

Mr. Kip Hawley

Adminisirator = TSA-]

Transportation Security Administration
601 South 127 Sureet

Arlington, VA 22202-4220

In Reply Refer To:
HMPER-IL

Dear Mr. Hawley:

The Federal Highway ‘—",ém'msim won (FHWA), m cooperation with the Hlinois Department of
Transportaton (1IDOT), nitiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Eluin
O Hare - West Bypass. 31\ project study arca is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. The study
arca boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north. 1L S3/Interstate 290 (1-290) on the
west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) o1 the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban arca comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major transportation
hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’ Hare International Airport
and the Bensenville railroad vard as well as five interstate facilities (1-3553, 1-190, 1-90, 1-294 and I-
290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire study

arca as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A travel demand
model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary technical tools used to

identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation system
alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be advanced 1o Tier
Two Nanonal Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document(s) that will focus on detailed
eavironmental analyses

Fhe FHWA and IDOT, as jomt Lead agencies for this project, are responsible tor identifying Pederal,
state and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those entities to be
participating ﬁ)_;xIX&KXQ Pursuant 1o Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Fquity \\/'[ A Legacy tor Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies are
responsible to 1dum . as carly as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s potential
environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an agency from
granting a permit or other approval that is needed for the project. Additionally, FHWA is required to
mvite agencies with junisdiction by law or with special expertise with respect to environmental issues
10 be cosperﬂtm! agencies, in accordance with 40 CFR 1501.6 of the Council on Environnmenta)
Quality’s Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provision of NEPA.
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The FHWA and IDOT identitied the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) as an agency that
may have an interest m the project because of the proxinmuty ot the project to Chicago O Hare
[nternational Airport, Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the TSA 10 become a
participating agency and a cooperating agency i the development of the FIS for the Elgin O Hare-
West Bypass project. The designaton does not imply that your agencey cither supports the proposal or
has any special cxpertise with respect to evaluation of the project.

The FHWA and [DOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the bllowing as they relate 1o vour area of expertise:

I Provide meangful and early input on defining the purpose and need, determining the range
ot alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and level of detail required n the

altematives analvsis;

Participale in coordination meetings and jomt field reviews, as appropriate; and

Timely review and comment on the pre-draft or pre-final Environmental documents to retlect

the views and concerns ol your agency on the adequacy of the document, alternatives

considered, and the :iﬂiii.‘lp..iu,& impacts and mitigation.

TEA S

i

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of

this mvitation 1o be both a cooperating and participating agency prior 1o December 10, 2007, If your

agency declines to be a mn':u;&u g agency, the response should state vour reason for declining the
FE 32, & Federal agency that chooses to decline to be a

invitation. Pursuant to SAFETEA-LLU Section 60
participating agency must s;}cciﬁcaléy state 10 1ts response that 1k

»  Has no jurisdiction or authority with respect to the project;
*  Has no experuse or infurmation relevant to the project; and
»  Duoes not intend o submit comments on the project

Ivou have any ;;uev*‘w ns or would Iike to discuss in more detail the project or our agenvies’

respective rales and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact nie at (217)

492-40235, or imlb.im :i{ vens, IDOT FEnvironmentsl Section Chiell Bureaw of Design and
S5-4243,

Environment at (217) 7

Fhank vou for yvour cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely,

-
/}”{ bﬁi\'@
Matt Fuller

Lnvi unm‘um Programs Lx 3g neer

For: Norman R, Stoner, P.E.
Drivision Adminisorator

O
Mr. Enc E. Ha H)UT Deputy Director, -Interim Burcau Chiet'of Design and Environment
Ms. Diane O e, IDOT Deputy Director, Region 1 Engineer
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IHlinois Division 3250 Executve Park Drive
Springfieid, llinos 82703

Federal Highway November 9, 2007
Administration '

Mr. John D. Rogner, Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Chicago Ulinots Ficld Oftice

1 \,ouii. Crrove, Smite 1023
Barrington, 1L 60010

In Reply Refer To:
HPER-IL

Dear Mr. Rogner:

The Federal Hu;mx ay Administration {FHWA), In cooperation with the Hhinois Department of
fransportation (IDOT), is mitiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (E18) for the Elgin
O Hare - West Bypass. The project study arca s located in Du}*dg and Cook Counties, The study
area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, 1L $3/Interstate 290 {I-290) on the
4 Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east.

west and sonth, »

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of resic cmm! commercial and industiial development. Major transportation
hubs ot national significance are present in the project area including O Hare International Afrport
and the Bensenville ralroad vard as well as tive interstate facihities (1-355, 1-190, [-90, 1-294 and I-
290).

Ihe Tier One 1S will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire study
arca as well as the development und evaluation of multi modal system alternatives. A truvel demand
model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary technical tools used 1o
identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts during the Tier One FIS

The Tier One ELIS will Londmk with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation system
alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be advanced to Tier
Two National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document(s) that will focus on detailed
cnvironmental analyses

The FHWA and IDOL, as joint lead agencies for this project. are responsible for identifying Federal,
state and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those entities to be
participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountahle, Flexible, Fificient
Transportation Equity Act; A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LLY), participating agencies are
responsible to identify, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s potential
environmenial or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an agency from
granting a permit or other approval that is needed for the project. Additionally, FHWA 1s required to
mnvite agencies with jurisdiction by law or with special expertise with respect to environmental 1ssucs
t0 be cooperating agencies, in accordance with 40 CFR 1501.6 of the Council on Environmental
Quality’s Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provision of NEDPA,
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The FHWA and IDU{ identified the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) as un agency tha
may have aninferest in the pmmu because of the potential environmental impacts o Federal
threatened & endangered species in the proposed project arca and USFWS has speci 11 cxXpertise

vith respect to this and other environmental issues. T huui ore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT

invite the USFWS 1o become a partic

dc\”c‘!m\,xm:'m of the EIS for the Elgin O Hare-West Bypass project. The designation does not
@3\ that vour agency either supports the proposal or has any special expertise with respect to
iu\.um of't hc project.

ipating agency and a cooperating agency in the

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s tole in the development of the above project

should include the following as they relate to vour area of expertise:

L. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the purpose and need. determining the range
of alternatives to be carried forwand, and the methodologics and level of detail required in the
alternatives analvsis;

Participate in coordination mee tings and joint fleld reviews. as ay \pmpn and

Timely review and comment on the pre-draft or pre-final Fm rronmental documents 1o reflect

[PE

i
the views and concerns of your agency on the adequacy of the document, altermatives
considered, und the anticipated impacts and mingation.

ease respond to our office at the above hsted address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitaton w be both a cooperating and parucipating, 2 :) Cy prior to December 10, 2007, If your
uld state your reason tor declining the

ageney declines wo be a participating agency, the response
mvitation. Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a hdbml
participating agency must specifically state n its response that

:ney that chooses to dechne to be a

Qe
i

»  Ias no jurisdiction or authority with respect to the project:
* Hay no expertise or information relevant to the project; and
*  Does notintend to submit conuments on the project.

I you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this FIS, please contact me at (217)
492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, Bureaw of Design and

Environment at (217 7 a_\~4245‘

Phank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely,
Mo /Vﬂ/b

Matt Fuller
Environmental Programs Engincer

For: Norman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

e
"!*’ Eri¢ E, H;u'm 'Im}(')T' Deputy Dirceter, -Interim Burcau Chief of Design and Environment
Ms. Diane O Keete, IDOT Deputy Director, Region 1 Engineer
c_1 14
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USs Department IHlinois Division 3250 Executive Park Drive
of Transportahon Springfield, linocis 82703
Federal Highway November 9, 2007

Administration

Mr. Joseph Boardman, Administrator

Federal Railroad Administration In Reply Reter To:
1120 Vermont Ave, NW_ Stop 33 HPER-TI
Washington, DC “UU!)D

Dear My, Boardman.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA )L in cooperation with the Iilinois I')epanmmt of
Transportation {1DO1), is initiating a Tier One Environmental [mpact Statement (E1S) for the Elgin

¢

O7Hare - West Bypass. The project study arcas located m DuPage and Cook Counties. The studs
area boundary is bordered by Interstate 00 (1-90) on the north, IL 33/Tnterstate 290 (1-290) on Ihu
west and south, and Interstate 294 {1-294) on the cast.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban arca comprised of residential, conmmercial and mdustrial development. Major transportation
hubs of national significance ate present in the project area including O’llare International Arport
and the Bensenville railroad vard as well as five interstate facilities (1-235, 1-190, 1-90, 1-294 and 1-
200).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transpontation svstems needs across the entire study
arca as well as the development and evaluation of mulii-modal system alternatives. A travel demand
model and a Geographie Intormation System database will be the primary technical tools used 10
identify ransportation system needs and potential environmental impacts during the Tier One EIS.

1he Ther {;}x‘m EIS will conclude with a record of' decision selecting a preferred transportation system
alternative(s). Following the 'her One EIS, projects with independent utility may be advanced to Tier
Two .ummzal Environmental Policy AcL{NEPA) document(s) that will focus on detailed
cavironmenial analyses

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project. are responsible for idenufving Federal,
state and local agencics that may have an interest in the project and inviting those entities to be
participating agencies. Pursuant to Secton 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, Etficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LUD, participating agencies are
responsible to wdentify, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s potential
envirenmental or sociocconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an agency irom
granting a permit or other approval that is needed for the project. Additionally, FHWA is required to
invite agencies with jurisdiction by law or with special experissg with respect o environuental issues
1o be cooperating agencies, in accordance with 40 CFR 13016 of the Council on Environmental
Quality’s Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provision of NEPA.
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[he FHWA and IDOT identified the Federal Ratlroad Administration s an agency that may have an
interest in the project because of the proximity of the project to major railroad facilities. Therefore,

vith this letter, FHIWA and IDOT invite the Federal Railroad Adnuinistration to become a
participating agency ‘wnu a L"if‘fﬁt’!’a’z’l‘li.{t’ agency in the development of the EIS for the Blgin O Hare-
West Bypass project. The designation does not imply that your agency etther supports the proposal or
has any special expertise with respect o x’:\aluzuunz of the project.

Fhe FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should melude the following as they relate to your arca of expertise:
Provide meaningful and early input on defining the purpose and need, determining the range
of alternatives to be carned torward, and the methodologies and level of detail required in the
alternatives analvsis;
Participate in coordination meetings and joint tield reviews. as appropriate; and
Timely review and comment on the pre-draft or pre-linal Fnvironmental documents to reflect
the views and concerns of your agency on the adequacy of the documient, alternatives

fod L

considered, and the unf‘up e iﬂ;[)d\,i\ and r‘ﬂl’l"dt‘ﬂﬂ

i)i\fa\u r

spond to our office at the above listed address m writing. with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a cooperating and participating agency prior to Duc smber 10, 2007, 11 vour
ageacy declines 1o be a participating agency, the response should state your reason for declining the
invitation. Pursuant 1o SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a Federal agency haz chooses to decline to bea
participating agency must specifically state in its response that it

*  Has no junsdiction or autherity with respect to the project;
¢ Has no expertise or mformation relevant w the project; and
*  Does notintend to submut comments on the project.

I'vou have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective reles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, pi»asc contact me at (217)
4492-4625, or Bur yara Ii Stevens, IDOT Environmental Scction Chiet, Burcau of Design and
Lavironment at (217 785-4245.

Fhank you tor your cooperation and interest in this project

Sincerely, //
dree J

Matt Fuller
Environmental Programs Engineer

For: Norman K. Stoner, PE.
Division Administrator

CCl

Mr. Enc E. Harm, [IDOT Depuiy Director, -Tnterim Bureau Chief of Design and Envitonment
Ms. Diane OReete, IDOT Deputy Director, Region | Engineer
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US Depariment Hinois Division 3280 Executive Park Dris
of Transportanon Springfield, Hlinois 82703
cheyu} Highwcy November V. 2007

Administration

Mr. Barry Cooper, Great Lakes Regional Administrator, AGL-1
Federal Avintion Administration Grear Lakes Region Headguarters
O Hare Lake Otfice Center

2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, I 00018

Drear Mr. Cooper:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Hlinois Department of
Iransportation (IDOT), is initisting a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Elgin
O Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. The study
area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, 11, 53 Tnierstate 2940 (1-290) an the
west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-2945 on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area a;i\m;‘g"i\'*‘d of residential. commercial and industrial development. Major transp m'ta'%wn
hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O ham Imemm ynal Airp

and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate hcz?:t;u{{«\_ 3. 1-190, 1-90, 1-294 md I-

290).

The Tier One LIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire study
arca as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A travel demand
model and & Geographic Information System database will be the primary rechnical tools used 1o
identity transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts during the Tier One LIS,

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision sclecting a preferred transportation system
alternative(s). Following the Tier One BIS. proieci\; with independent utility may be ad '&II}CC& to Tier

=

Two National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document(s) that will focus on detailed
environmental analyses. ’

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying F :,dcz 1
state and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those entities to be
participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable. Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LLY), participating agencies are
responsible to identity, as carly as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s potential
environmental or sociocconomic lmpaus that could subszamm S\, delay or prevent an agency from

granting a permit or other approval that is necded for the project. Additionally, FHWA is required to
nvite ag zmc\,, with jurisdiction by law or with special x,.xpmm Waih respect 1o crmronmc’xm% issues
to be wopgmmm dgmciz:s, in accordance with 40 CFR 1301.6 ot the Council on Environmenta

Quality’s Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provision of NEPA.
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The FHWA and IDOT identified the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) as an agency that may
have an interest in the px‘mcci because ol the proximity of the project to the Chicage O Hare

rercfore. with thus letier, FHWA and [DOT mvite the FAA 1o become a

gency i the development of the BIS for the Flgin O Hare-
¢ designation does not imply that your agencey cither supports the proposal or
§kl~; any xprw 7 :] cxpertise with respect to evaluation of the project,

yand a couperating

Fhe FHWA and [DOT "vamu that your ageney’s role 1n the development of the above project

should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

L. Provide meanmgtul and carly mput on detiming the purpose and need, determining the range
ol alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and level of detail required in the
alternatives analysis:

Participate i coordination meetings and joint field reviews. as appropriate; and

Timely review and comment on the pre-draft or pre-final Environmental documents to reflec

R )

the views and concerns of vour agencey on the adequacy of the document, alternatives
considered, and the anticipated impacts and mitigation,

Please respond to our office at the above histed address in writing, with an acceptance or demal of

this mvitation to be both a cooperating and participating agency prior to December 10, 2007, If vour
agency declines to be a participating agency, the response should state vour reason for declining the
invitation. Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 06002, a Federal agency that chooses to decline 1o be a

participating agency must specifically state in its response that it:

»  Has no jurisdiction or anthority with respect to the project
¢ Has no expertise or mtormation relevant w the project; and

¢ Does not mtend o submit comments on the project.

If vou have any questions or would like to discuss i more detail the project or our agencies
respective rules and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact me ai (217)
492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chiet, Bureau of Design and
Environment at (217) 785-4245.

{hank you for your cooperation and mterest in this project.

Matt Fuller
Environmental Programs Engineer

For: Normman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator
SB
Mr, brie B Harm, IDOT Deputy Duector, -Interim Bureau Chief of Design and Environment
Ms. Diane QO Keefe, IDO'T Deputy Director, Region 1 Engineer
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[Hinois Division 2250 Executive Park Drive
Springfield, Hliincis 82703

Federal Highway November 9, 2007

Administration
Mr. Mitch Isoe, Branch Chief [n Reply Refer To:
US Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District HIPER-IL

{11 North Canal Street, Suite 600
Chicago, IL 60606-72006

Dear Mr. Izoe:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 1n cooperation with the Hlinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (FIS) for the Elgin
O’llare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. The study
arca boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, 1L 33 Interstate 290 (1-290) on the
west and south, and Interstaie 294 (1-294) on the east.

I'he study area covers approximately S0 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major transportation
hubs of national significance arc present in the project area including O'Hare International Airport
and the Bensenville railroad vard as well as five interstate tacilitios (1-355, 1-190, 199, 1-294 and 1-
2903,

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation svstem needs across the entire study
ared as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal svstem alternatives. A travel demand
model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary technical tools used to
identity transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts during the Tier One E1S.

he Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation system
alternative(s). Following the Tier One IS, projects with independent utility may be advanced to Tier
Two National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document(s) that will focus on detailed
envirenmental analvses

The FHWA and IDOT. as joint lead agencies for this project. are responsible for identifving Federal.
state and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those entitics o be
participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, Efficicnt
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies are
responsible 1o identify, as carly as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s potential
cnvironmental or sociceconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an ageney from
granting a pernut or other approval that is needed for the project. Additionally, FITWA is required to
mvite agencies with jurisdiction by law or with special expertisc with respect to environmental issucs
10 be cooperating agencies, in accordance with 40 CFR 1501.6 of the Council on Fnvironmental
Quality's Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provision of NEPA.

: g 4
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the FHWA and IDOT identified the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) as an agency that
may have an interest in e project because 01 Eh potent i en vironmental impacts to
Jurisdictional wetlands and USACE has special expertise with  respect 1o this and other

environmental issues. Therefore, with this letter. FHWA and IDOT invite the | 5»\( E to become

a pariicipating agency and a cooperating agency in the development of the EIS for the Elgin
O Hare-West Bvp yass project. The designation does net imply i}n. VOUr agency el icr supports
the proposal o im any special expertise with respect to ev aluation of the project.

The FHWA and IDOT propose thai L your ageney’s role In the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your arca of expertise:

Lo Provide meaningiul and carly input on defining the purpose and need, determining the range
of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and level of detail required in the
alternatives analvsis,

2. Participate 1n coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

LFF

Timely revicew and comment vn the pre-drafl or pre-fina! Environmental documents e reflecs
the views and concerns of vour agency on the adequacy of the document, aliernatives
conswlered, and the anticipated impacts and mitigation.

Please respond 1o our oftice at the above listed address tn writing, with an acceptance or denial ©
§,i< invitation to be both a cooperating and participating agency prior to December 10, 2007, If vour
ency declines to be a participating agency, the response should state your reason for declining the

invitation. Pursuant to SAFL TEA-LU \Lqmv 6002, a Federal ageney that chooses to decline to be a

o
participating agency must specifically state in its response that it

=

+  Has no jurisdiction or authornity with respect to the project;
e Has no expenise or information relevant to the project; and

s Does notintend to submit comments on the project.

15} }nu have any questions or would ke to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies”
tive toles and responsibilities during the preparation of this FIS, please contact me at (217)

02 4’323 or Barbara H. Stevens, 1DOT Fnvironmental Scetion Chi ¢f, Burcau of Design and

5: nvironment at (217) 785-4248,

Thank vou for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely, ./¢

Mar

Matt Fuller

Epnvironmental Programs Engineer

For: Norman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

Cl
Mr. kric E. Harm, IDOT Deputy Director, -Interim Bureau Chief of Design and Environment
Ms. Diane O Keefe, 1DO Deputy Director, Region 1 Engineer
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Us Deparniment ltlinois Division 3250 Executive Park Drive
of Transportation Springfield, liinois 8270
Federal Highway November 9, 2007

Administration

Mr. Edward G. Buikema, Regional Director
Federal Emergency Management Agency
536 South Clark Street, 6" Floor

Chicago, IL 60603

In Reply Refer To:
[PLR-I!

Dear Mr. Buikema:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the [Hlinors Department of’

1 ransportat 1on {IDOT), 1s imitiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) tor the
lgin O Hare - West %\pdsx The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.

‘i' 1e study area boundary is b\_s:acrcd by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, {L 53/ Interstate 290 {I-

290y on the west and south, and Interstate 294 {1-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project arca is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential. commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project arca including O Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad vard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355,
=190, 1590, 1-204 and 1-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study arca as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal s}'-,I m alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geogruphic Information Svstem database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preterred transportation
system alternativeds). Following the Ter One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Pelicy Act (NEPA) document(s) that will focus
on detaled eovitommental analyses

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencics for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, stale and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Lqum Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible t identify, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
agency from granting a permit or other approval that is needed for the project.
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FHWA and IDOT rdentified the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) as an
agencey that may have an interest in the project, Therefore, with this letier, T éi WA and 1DOT
invile FEMA 10 become a parriciparing agency in the development of the EIS for the Elgin
O’ Hare-West Byp;ass project. The designation does not imply that your agency cither supports
thie proposal or has any special expertise with respect to evaluation of the project.

! ¢ FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
3 i b = b, r
ould include the following as they relate to your arca of expertise:

I Provide meaningtul and carly input on defining the purpose and need, determining the
unge of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and level of detail

required in the alternatives analvsis;
2. Participate mn coordination meetings and joint ficld reviews, as appropriate; and

Please respond to vur oftice at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial
of this mvitation to be a participating agency prior to December 10, 2007, 1f your agency
declines to be a participating agency . the response should state vour reason for declining the
mvitation. Pursnant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a Federal agency that chooses to decline to
be a participating agency must specifically state in its response that it;

»  Hus no junisdiction or authority with respect to the pr‘(‘*feut
»  Has no expertise orinformation relevant to the pn_u_d
¢ Does not intend to submit comumentis on the project.

I you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact e at (217)
492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, Bureau of Design and

Environment at (217) 783-4243.

reg

Thank you for vour cooperation and interest in this projee

Matt Fuller
Environmental Programs Engineer

For: Norman R, Stoner, P.IE

Division Administrator

Mr. knic E. Ham, IDOT Deputy Director, ~Interim Bureau Chief of Design and Environment
Ms. Diane O Keefe, IDOT Deputy Director. Region 1 Engineer
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Participating and Cooperating Agency Responses

Agency Name

Requested Role

Agency Response

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency

Cooperating Agency

No response

Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation

Participating Agency

Accepted

US Department of the Interior

Participating Agency

Deferred to the National Park Service (NPS)

lllinois Department of Natural Cooperating Agency Accepted

Resources

Federal Transit Administration Cooperating Agency No Response (Per SAFETEA-LU: by not
responding, considered a participating agency)

Transportation Security Cooperating Agency Accepted

Administration

US Fish & Wildlife Service Cooperating Agency No Response (Per SAFETEA-LU: by not
responding, considered a participating agency)

Federal Railroad Administration ~ Cooperating Agency No Response (Per SAFETEA-LU: by not
responding, considered a participating agency)
No Response (Per SAFETEA-LU: by not

Federal Aviation Administration =~ Cooperating Agency responding, considered a participating agency)
No Response (Per SAFETEA-LU: by not

US Army Corps of Engineers Cooperating Agency responding, considered a participating agency)

Federal Emergency
Management Agency

Participating agency

Accepted
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Region V

536 South Clark Street, Floor 6

Chicago, IL 60605

)IBECIHBIYVE

M bEz 10 2007
December 5, 2007 L. i NOIS
DIVISION
Matt Fuller
Environmental Programs Engineer
Federal Highway Administration
3250 Exectutive Park Drive
Springfield, IL 62703

Subject: HPER-IL
Dear Mr. Fuller:

Thank you for your letter dated November 9™ 2007, requesting the Federal Emergency
Management Agency’s (FEMA) participation as a participating agency in the
development of an Environmental Impact Statement. At this time, FEMA can be a
consulting agency to the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) and Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT) for meeting the Federal Executive Order 11988: Floodplain
Management (EO 11988). FEMA cannot be part of the decision making process, but can
advise on the 8-step planning process for EO 11988.

Any development taking place in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) as defined on
FEMA'’s Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM’s) are subject to permitting by the local
community and possibly by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. Additionally,
any development that changes the Base Flood Elevations (BFE’s) on any mapped water
course will require a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) and possibly a Conditional Letter
of Map Revision (CLOMR).

Thank you again for the opportunity to participate in the Elgin O’Hare — West Bypass
EIS and if you or your staff has any questions, please contact Michael Bryant, Natural
Hazards Specialist, on 312 408 5334.

Sincerely,

Terryasts Fell (Ms.), Chief
Floodplain Management and

Insurance Branch

C_1-24
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
601 South 12™ Street
Arlington, VA 22202

DEC 5 2007 . .Rew¥. Transportation
Security
2> Administration

JOB_Ug
Niaeyd

Mr. Matt Fuller
Environmental Programs Engineer R@ ©i@ﬂ Wi‘@
Federal Highway Administration DEC i 2007

3250 Executive Park Drive ..
Springfield, IL 62703 D aas

Dear Mr. Fuller:

On behalf of Assistant Secretary Kip Hawley, thank you for your letter of November 9,
2007, concerning the Federal Highway Administration, in cooperation with the Illinois
Department of Transportation, initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement for
the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass.

The Transportation Security Administration has as part of its mission the assurance that
the American people will be able to have free and unimpaired access to a secure
transportation network across all modes. Clearly, then, the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass
initiative cited in your letter will impact our interests.

Our point of contact on this project is most appropriately the Federal Security Director
at Chicago O’Hare International Airport, Ms. Kathleen Petrowsky. She may be reached at
(773) 894-8744.

Mr. Hawley received a request similar to yours from Ms. Diane M. O’Keefe, Deputy
Director of Highways, Region One Engineer, Illinois Department of Transportation, by
letter dated November 14, 2007. In order to ensure thorough coordination, I have sent a
similar response to Ms. O’Keefe.

I hope this information is helpful.

Sincerely yours,

#37 ey -
%r/ gD 2 / et 2. 720 L@ e

/,7 Charlotte Peed
¢ Acting General Manager for Airports
Transportation Sector Network Management

cc: Kathleen Petrowsky, FSD
Chicago O’Hare Intemational Airport
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United States Department of the Interior

B3 PA
i SERVICE
§

National Park Service

Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, Nebraska 65102-4226

oFC 0§ 2007 R@@@HV@
ER-07/0943 =w DEC 10 2007

NOLS
Mr. Norman Stoner E)Libil SION

Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
Illinois Division

3230 Executive Park Drive
Springfield, lllinois 62703

Dear Mr. Stoner:

The Department of the Interior (Department) has requested that the National Park Service (NPS),
Midwest Regional Office, respond to your written request for the Department to become a
participating Agency for the environmental impact statement review process for the Elgin
O’Hare-West Bypass Study, Cook and DuPage Counties, lllinois.

After reviewing the materials attached to your letter, we do not believe that the NPS has specific
concerns with the project but we may need to become a participating Agency. We do not have
jurisdiction or authority as a land manager over lands or properties involved 1n this project area,
but we have expertise or information relevant to the project concerning specific properties for
which we have responsibility. Because the project area is 50 square miles and no specific routes
were indicated in your information, we cannot address any direct impacts to significant
properties at this time.

There may be properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places as National Historic
[.andmarks (NHL) in the project area. Until more specificity exists on potential routes for the
bypass, we can only suggest that you work with the Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer in
identifying all National Register-eligible properties. The NHLs are the responsibility of the NPS
and we should be consulted directly if any properties appear in those searches. In the meantime,
the NPS maintains a listing of all the NHLs, which can be searched for specific properties at the
following Web site:

http://www .nps.gov/history/nhl/

Busse Forest Nature Preserve is listed as a National Natural Landmark (NNL). Owned by Cook
County, Busse Forest Nature Preserve is situated on the flood plain and morainal uplands along
Salt Creek and was designated by the Secretary of the Interior in 1980 because it was one of the
best remaining examples of mesic and dry-mesic upland forests in the Eastern Central Lowlands.
The area has been protected for so long that there is no evidence of past logging throughout most
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of the site. The NPS administers the program, and 1f requested, assists owners and managers
with the conservation of these important sites. The National Natural Landmarks Program
(NNLP) is the only natural areas program of national scope that identifies and recognizes the
best examples of biological and geological features in both public and private ownership. It
recognizes and encourages the conservation of outstanding examples of our country's natural
history. We would encourage you to work directly with Cook County to avoid impacts to Busse
Forest Nature Preserve. Information on the NNLP can be found at the following Web site:

http://www .nature.nps.gov/nnl/

In addition, because of the responsibilities of the Department, as may be delegated to us by the
Department, to review and comment on all section 4(f) evaluations, we will reserve our right to
review and comment on any section 4(f) evaluation prepared in relation to this project, regardless
of our position on becoming a participating Agency for the preparation of the study.

The NPS has a continuing interest in working with the Federal Highway Administration to
ensure impacts to resources of concern to the Department and to the NPS are adequately
addressed. For consultation and coordination with the issues concerning potential impacts to
NHLs, please contact Architectural Historian Stephen Rogers, Midwest Regional Office,
National Park Service, 601 Riverfront Drive, Omaha, Nebraska, 68102, telephone 402-661-1912.
For other resources, including potential section 4(f) resources, please contact Regional
Environmental Coordinator Nick Chevance, Midwest Regional Office, National Park Service,
601 Riverfront Drive, Omaha, Nebraska 68102, telephone 402-661-1844.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments.

Sincerely,

VI ra

Emest Quintana
Regional Director

Ce:

Department of the Interior

Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
Attention: Ms. Ethel Smith

1849 C Street NW.

Washington, D.C. 20240
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Chicago Ecological Services Field Office
1250 South Grove Avenue, Suite 103
Barrington, Illinois 60010
Phone: (847)381-2253 Fax: (847) 381-2285

IN REPLY REFER TO:
FWS/AES-CIFO/8-FA-0221 / SL-0207

February 5, 2008

Mr. Peter E. Harmet

Illinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways / Region 1 / District 1
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096

Dear Mr. Harmet:

This responds to your letter dated January 11, 2008 requesting information on endangered or
threatened species within a proposed study area for the Elgin O’Hare — West Bypass project.
You enclosed a site location map and an aerial photograph indicating the study area boundaries.
The study area extends approximately 2 miles outward from an area generally bounded by
Interstate 90 on the north, Interstate 294 on the east, and Interstate 290 on the south and west.
The study area is within Cook and DuPage Counties, Illinois.

Because you are requesting information for such a massive area of land, it is difficult to
determine, given the documents submitted, whether this proposed project would adversely affect
federal threatened or endangered species. At that time when more definitive routes are decided,
we suggest that you submit them to this office along with information on wetlands that may be
impacted, for a more thorough review.

The study area encompasses two known locations of the federally threatened eastern prairie
fringed orchid (Platanthera leucophaea) and two known locations of the eastern massasauga
rattlesnake (Sistrurus catenatus) which is a candidate for listing. No critical habitat for protected
species occurs within the study area.

The two known locations of the eastern prairie fringed orchid are within T40N, R12E, Section 14
and T40N, R10E, Section 24. Possible habitat of the eastern prairie fringed orchid includes
mesic prairie, sedge meadows, marsh edges and bogs. Soils of these habitats include glacial
soils, lake plain deposits, muck, and peat. Potentially, any moderate to high quality wetland
habitat within the study area could support habitat conducive to the presence of this species. If
wetlands are to be impacted by this proposed project, careful attention should be made to the
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Mr. Peter E. Harmet 2

quality of the wetlands and if necessary conduct searches for these types of habitat. If any of the
above habitat remnants are found within any of the project areas, we request that searches for this
species be conducted.

We have noticed that in northeastern Illinois orchid populations bloom sporadically rather than
all plants blooming at the same time. Because of this pattern, and small population numbers, it is
possible to conduct an orchid search and not detect orchids even when they are present.

If potential habitat is observed and a field search should be conducted, we recommend
conducting the field search during the bloom date of the orchid; June 28 through July 11, with
searches conducted a minimum of three non-consecutive days within this time period. Using this
approach, we could be more confident of negative survey results. Depending on the quality of
habitat and proximity of known orchid locations, our confidence in negative survey results may
be very low. We recommend working early on project plans to assure that potential orchid
habitat would not be affected

The eastern massasauga rattlesnake (Sistrurus catenatus) is known from both historic and recent
records at the above locations. The eastern massasauga is a candidate for Federal listing, and 1s
listed as a state endangered species by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. Although
candidate species do not receive Federal protection, we recommend considering their
conservation now to help retain flexibility should the species be listed and receive protection
under the Endangered Species Act. In northeast Illinois, the eastern massasauga most often
occurs in shrubby or grassy habitats in floodplains and riparian corridors. We recommend that
IDOT work with this office to identify areas where you should conduct surveys for the eastern
massasauga along with habitat management actions that may be necessary for your survey to be
valid.

Because the massasauga is a venomous species, a person familiar with it (and qualified to handle
it) should be present when work takes place. Attempts should be made to carefully capture and
move any such individuals a short distance (50 meters or less) away from the construction
activity, and to suitable habitat. This office should also be informed if any massasauga is
encountered after the proposed project commences. Please note that because the eastern
massasauga is listed as a State endangered species, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
should be contacted to determine whether the project applicant or their contractor needs state
permits to handle this species as described above.

We look forward to working with you and the Army Corps of Engineers in determining whether
your final project plans would affect any federal listed species.

These comments only address federally listed species. Please contact the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources for information on State-listed species. Also, we may have the opportunity to
review the project for a broader range of fish and wildlife impacts if it requires a Section 404
permit. We are willing to work with you in advance of formal submittal if it would help
streamline the approval process.
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Mr. Peter E. Harmet

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Cathy Pollack at 847/381-2253 ext. 20, or
Ms. Karla Kramer at 847/381-2253 ext. 12.

Sincerely,

John D. Rogner
Field Supervisor
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U.S. Department of Homeland Secunfy
Region'V

536 South Clark Street, Floor 6 -
Chicago, IL 60605 '

Ms. Diane O’keefe
Deputy Director, Regional Engineer
Illinois Department of Transportation

700 East Norris Drive FRB 7 2008- @%Gg

P.O. Box 697 : o | ,?OOA

Ottawa, IL 61350 @O /%o

. _ \\ ~ . é\/k@?q
Re: Elgin O’Hare — West Bypass (BO-WB) O/& S ',

Dear Ms. O’Keefe:

Thank you for sending us a request to review the above refereliced project. Whilewe &"7
have no objection to the proposal, it appears some of the construction will take place in

federally identified Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs) depicted on the Cook and

DuPage Counties Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM’s), prepared for participation in the

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

State of Illinois (Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources) permits
may-be necessary for this project, Furthermore, Presidential Executive Order 11988 (E.O.
11988), Floodplain Management, directs federal agencies to avoid any action, including
permitting, funding, or constructing, in SFHAs, unless the cognizant federal official first -
makes the requisite finding of no practicable alternative. The Order further directs
federal agencies to avoid actions, which encourage further development of floodplains.
E.O. 11988 mandates an eight-step public review process should be completed and
documented if floodplain impacts cannot be avoided. This should be addressed in this
EIS. Additionally, complying with E.O. 11988 does not preclude the requirement of
obtaining local NFIP floodplain permits. ¢

The proposed study area includes the Des Plaines River, Addlson Creek, Higgins Creek,
Salt Creek, Crystal Creek, Meacham Creek, Silver Creek, Willow Cieek, Spring Brook
and Potomac Lake. Any proposed activities within the above watercourses may
significantly change the engineering assumptions made in the currently effective FIS and
FIRM for the affected counties and communities. The proposed project affects several
NFIP communities and those floodplain studies and maps need to be kept current. It is
the responsibility of the action agency (Illinois Department of Transportation) to fund the
necessary work and provide the necessary data with which to do so. Our Civil Engineer
for Illinois, Mr. Lee Traeger, on 312 408 5538 can provide details on securing floodplain
map revisions if your office needs instructions in this regard. Please assure us the IDOT
will do its part to keep the currently effective (and adopted by local communities as law)
flood insurance studies and FIRMs current, reﬂectmg your as-bullt condmon
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If you have any questions, please call Michael Bryant, Program Specialist, at 312-408-

5334,

C_1-32
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—7) /

— / % (v Aigé
Terry R¢uss Fell (Ms.), Chief
Hazard Identification and

Risk Assessment Branch




US.Department llinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr.

of Transportation Springfield, IL 62703

Federal Highway
Administration

February 13, 2008

Refer To: HDA-IL

Mr. John A. Barrett

Chairperson, Business Committee
Citizen Band Potawatomi Tribe
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK 74801

Dear Mr. Barrett:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (I-90) on the north, IL 53/Interstate 290
(I-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (I-355,
[-190, 1-90, I-294 and 1-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on
detailed environmental analyses.

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
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agency’s decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project.
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking,
to participate in the Section 106 review process.

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Citizen Band Potawatomi Tribe as a tribal government that
may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the
Citizen Band Potawatomi Tribe to become a participating agency and a Section 106 consulting
party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass project. The designation
does not imply that your agency supports the proposal

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project’s purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis;

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation.

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008.
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a
participating agency.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief,
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely,

A

orman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

cc:  Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT
Ms. Diane O’Keefe, Region One, IDOT
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency
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US.Department lllinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr.
of Transportation Springfield, IL 62703
Federal Highway

Administration

February 13, 2008

Refer To: HDA-IL

Mr. Jonathan Buffalo

Historic Preservation Coordinator

Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in lowa
3137 F Avenue

Tama, IA 52339

Dear Mr. Buffalo:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (I-90) on the north, IL 53/Interstate 290
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (I-355,
[-190, 1-90, 1-294 and [-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on
detailed environmental analyses.

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
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agency’s decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project.
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking,
to participate in the Section 106 review process.

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in lowa as a tribal
government that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and
IDOT invite the Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in lowa to become a participating agency
and a Section 106 consulting party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O’Hare-West
Bypass project. The designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project’s purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis;

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation.

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008.
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a
participating agency.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief,
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.
Sincgrely,

o

Norman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

cc:  Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT
Ms. Diane O’Keefe, Region One, IDOT
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency
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US.Department lllinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr.
of Transportation Springfield, IL 62703

Federal Highway
Administration

February 13, 2008
Refer To: HDA-IL

Mr. Wilfrid Cleveland

President, Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin
P.O. Box 667

Black River Falls, WI 54615

Dear Mr. Cleveland:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (I-90) on the north, IL 53/Interstate 290
(I-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (I-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (I-355,
[-190, 1-90, 1-294 and 1-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on
detailed environmental analyses.

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
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agency’s decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project.
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking,
to participate in the Section 106 review process.

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin as a tribal government
that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the
Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin to become a participating agency and a Section 106 consulting
party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass project. The
designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project’s purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis;

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation.

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008.
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a
participating agency.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief,
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely,

Norman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

cc:  Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT
Ms. Diane O’Keefe, Region One, IDOT
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency
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US Department lllinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr.
of Transportation Springfield, IL 62703

Federal Highway
Administration

February 13, 2008

Refer To: HDA-IL

Mr. John P. Froman

Chief, The Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
118 S. Eight Tribes Trails

P.O. Box 1527

Miami, OK 74355

Dear Mr. Froman:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (I-90) on the north, IL 53/Interstate 290
(I-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (I-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (I-355,
1-190, 1-90, 1-294 and 1-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on
detailed environmental analyses.

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
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agency’s decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project.
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking,
to participate in the Section 106 review process.

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma as a tribal
government that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and
IDOT invite the Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma to become a participating agency and a
Section 106 consulting party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass
project. The designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project’s purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis;

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation,

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008.
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a
participating agency.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief,
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Korman R. Stoner, P.E.
~ Division Administrator

cc:  Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT
Ms. Diane O’Keefe, Region One, IDOT
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency
C_1-40
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US.Department lllinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr.
of Transportation Sprindfield, IL 62703

Federal Highway
Administration

February 13, 2008

Refer To: HDA-IL

Mr. Rey Kitchkumme

Vice Chair, Tribal Council
Prairie Band of Potawatomi
14880 K Road

Mayetta, KS 66509

Dear Mr. Kitchkumme:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (I-90) on the north, IL 53/Interstate 290
(I-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (I-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (I-355,
[-190, 1-90, 1-294 and 1-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on
detailed environmental analyses.

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
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agency’s decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project.
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking,
to participate in the Section 106 review process.

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Prairie Band of Potawatomi as a tribal government that may
have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the Prairie
Band of Potawatomi to become a participating agency and a Section 106 consulting party in the
development of the EIS for the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass project. The designation does not
imply that your agency supports the proposal

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project’s purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis;

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation.

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008.
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a
participating agency.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief,
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sinceyely,

orman R. Stoner, P.E.
ivision Administrator

cc:  Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT
Ms. Diane O’Keefe, Region One, IDOT
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency

C_1-42



A

US.Department lllinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr.
of Transportation Springfield, IL 62703
Federal Highway

Administration

February 13, 2008

Refer To: HDA-IL

Mr. Kenneth Meshiguad

Chairperson, Hannahville Indian Community
N14911 Hannahville Boulevard Road
Wilson, MI 49896

Dear Mr. Meshiguad:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT)), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (I-90) on the north, IL 53/Interstate 290
(I-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (I-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (I-355,
1-190, 1-90, 1-294 and 1-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on
detailed environmental analyses.

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
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agency’s decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project.
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking,
to participate in the Section 106 review process.

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Hannahville Indian Community as a tribal government that
may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the
Hannahville Indian Community to become a participating agency and a Section 106 consulting
party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass project. The designation
does not imply that your agency supports the proposal

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project’s purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis;

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation.

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008,
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a
participating agency.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief,
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

orman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

cc:  Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT
Ms. Diane O’Keefe, Region One, IDOT
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency
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US.Department lllinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr.
of Transportation Springdfield, IL 62703
Federal Highway

Administration

February 13, 2008
Refer To: HDA-IL

Mr. John Miller

Chair, Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians
58620 Sink Road

Dowagiac, MI 49047

Dear Mr. Miller:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the [llinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (I-90) on the north, IL 53/Interstate 290
(I-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (I-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (I-355,
[-190, 1-90, 1-294 and 1-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on
detailed environmental analyses.

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
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agency’s decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project.
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking,
to participate in the Section 106 review process.

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians as a tribal
government that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and
IDOT invite the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians to become a participating agency and a
Section 106 consulting party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass
project. The designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project’s purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis;

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation.

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008.
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a
participating agency.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief,
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincergly,

orman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

cc:  Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT
Ms. Diane O’Keefe, Region One, IDOT
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency
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Q

US.Department lllinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr.
of Transportation Springfield, IL 62703
Federal Highway

Administration

February 13, 2008

Refer To: HDA-IL

Ms. Fredia Perkins
Chairperson, Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri
305 N. Main Street
Reserve, KS 66454

Dear Ms. Perkins:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (I-90) on the north, IL 53/Interstate 290
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (I-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (I-355,
[-190, 1-90, 1-294 and [-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on
detailed environmental analyses.

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
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agency’s decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project.
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking,
to participate in the Section 106 review process.

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri as a tribal government
that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the
Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri to become a participating agency and a Section 106 consulting
party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass project. The
designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project’s purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis;

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation.

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008.
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a
participating agency.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief,
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely,

rman R. Stoner, P.E.
ivision Administrator

cc:  Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT
Ms. Diane O’Keefe, Region One, IDOT
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency
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US.Department lllinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr.
of Transportation Springfield, IL 62703
Federal Highway

Administration

February 13, 2008
Refer To: HDA-IL

Mr. Matthew Pilcher

Chairman, Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
P.O. Box 687

Winnebago, NE 68071

Dear Mr. Pilcher:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (I-90) on the north, IL 53/Interstate 290
(I-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (I-355,
[-190, 1-90, 1-294 and [-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on
detailed environmental analyses.

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
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agency’s decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project.
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking,
to participate in the Section 106 review process.

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska as a tribal government that
may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska to become a participating agency and a Section 106 consulting
party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass project. The designation
does not imply that your agency supports the proposal

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project’s purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis;

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation.

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008.
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a
participating agency.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief,
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely,

orman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

cc:  Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT
Ms. Diane O’Keefe, Region One, IDOT
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency
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Q

US.Department lllinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr.
of Transportation Springfield, IL 62703
Federal Highway

Administration

February 13, 2008

Refer To: HDA-IL

Ms. Kay Rhoades
Sac and Fox Nation
Route 2 Box 246
Stroud, OK 74079

Dear Ms. Rhoades:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (I-90) on the north, IL 53/Interstate 290
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (I-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately S0 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (I-355,
[-190, 1-90, 1-294 and [-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on
detailed environmental analyses.

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
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agency’s decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project.
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking,
to participate in the Section 106 review process.

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Sac and Fox Nation as a tribal government that may have
an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the Sac and Fox
Nation to become a participating agency and a Section 106 consulting party in the development
of the EIS for the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass project. The designation does not imply that your
agency supports the proposal

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project’s purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis;

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation.

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008.
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a
participating agency.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chicf,
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely,

Norman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

cc:  Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT
Ms. Diane O’Keefe, Region One, IDOT
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency
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US.Department lllinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr.
of Transportation Springfield, IL 62703
Federal Highway

Administration

February 13, 2008
Refer To: HDA-IL

Mr. Philip Shopodock

Chairman, Executive Council

Forest County Potawatomi Community
P. O. Box 340

Crandon, WI 54520

Dear Mr. Shopodock:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties.
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (I-90) on the north, IL 53/Interstate 290
(I-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (I-294) on the east.

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O’Hare
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (I-355,
[-190, 1-90, I-294 and 1-290).

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts
during the Tier One EIS.

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on
detailed environmental analyses.

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project’s
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an
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agency’s decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project.
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking,
to participate in the Section 106 review process.

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Forest County Potawatomi Community as a tribal
government that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and
IDOT invite the Forest County Potawatomi Community to become a participating agency and a
Section 106 consulting party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass
project. The designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency’s role in the development of the above project
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise:

. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project’s purpose and need,
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis;

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and

3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation.

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008.
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a
participating agency.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies’
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief,
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincergly,

orman R. Stoner, P.E.
Division Administrator

cc:  Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT
Ms. Diane O’Keefe, Region One, IDOT
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency
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Participating Agencies Responses

Agency Name

Requested Role

Reason for Response

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska

Participating Agency

Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding,
tribes are considered to have declined
participation in the project.

Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri

Participating Agency

Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding,
tribes are considered to have declined
participation in the project.

Hannahville Indian Community

Participating Agency

Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding,
tribes are considered to have declined
participation in the project.

Prairie Band of Potawatomi

Participating Agency

Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding,
tribes are considered to have declined
participation in the project.

Sac and Fox Tribe of the
Mississippi in lowa

Participating Agency

Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding,
tribes are considered to have declined
participation in the project.

Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin

Participating Agency

Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding,
tribes are considered to have declined
participation in the project.

The Peoria Tribe of Indians of
Oklahoma

Participating Agency

Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding,
tribes are considered to have declined
participation in the project.

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Indians

Participating Agency

Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding,
tribes are considered to have declined
participation in the project.
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REGION V : 200 West Adam# Street
us. Departma.ant llinois, Indiana, Suite 320
of Transportation Michigan, Minnesota, Chicago, IL. 60606-5253
Federal Transit Chio, Wisconsin 312-353-2789

Administration 312-886-0351 (fax)

March 6, 2008 g,
f?"z‘os%
: "CR 6
Mr. Peter E. Harmet D % 70 2,
Illinois Department of Transportation S}‘v ' 57@?
Division of Highways/District One ‘? /O

201 W, Center Court

Dear Mr. Harmet;

Thank you for your January 24, 2008, letter and documentation concerning the scoping
process for the Elgin O’Hare — West Bypass (EO-WB). FTA appreciates the opportunity
to provide the comments that follow on this important project. Please note that comments
are not incorporated in the IDOT Environmental Context Audit form you attached in your
correspondence since FTA does not typically have information about natural resources in a
study area that may be impacted by a project. ' ' ,

As'you know, the study area of the EO-WB has an extensive collection of transportation
routes. These include three Metra Rail lines; the Chicago Transit Authority Rail Blue
Line; and various PACE Bus routes. Also of note is the Metra Star Line New Starts
analysis that is currently taking place. If approved, this commuter rail project would
increase the alternatives for travel to and from O’Hare Airport. '

Consistent with the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act— A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), FTA supports projects that will complement existing
public transportation and address the eight planning factors enumerated in 23 CFR
450.306(a). Of particular importance is that the EO-WB project should facilitate modal
choice and connectivity while promoting transportation system efficiency and energy
conservation.

In this vein, we encourage full/extensive cost-benefit analysis in determining the most
appropriate method to address the congestion and access issues facing the O’Hare Airport
arca. Consistent with 23 CFR 450.320, this should consider strategies that improve
transportation system management and operations, reduce single occupant vehicle travel,
facilitate transit and consider travel demand reduction, including congestion pricing.
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Thank you very much for seeking input from FTA for the EO-WB project. If you have
any questions, please contact Reginald Arkell of the FTA Region 5 office at (312) 886-

3704.
Sincerely,
W -

- Marisol Simon
Regional Administrator

Ce: Bill Wheeler, Director, Office of Planning/Program Development, Region 5, FTA
Reginald Arkell, Community Planner, Region 5, FTA
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United States Department of the Interior

L

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Chicago Ecological Services Field Office
1250 South Grove Avenue, Suite 103 ADE 15 RECT
Barrington, Illinois 60010 i ‘

Phone: (847) 381-2253  Fax: (847) 381-2284%

IN REPLY REFER TO: F s
FWS/AES-CIFO

April 10, 2008

Eric Harm Angela LaPorte

Interim Engineer of Design & Environment Environmental Planner

Illinois Department of Transportation Illinois State Toll Highway Authority
2300 South Dirksen Parkway - Room 330 2700 Ogden Avenue

Springfield, Illinois 62764 Downers Grove, Illinois 60515-1703

Dear Mr. Harm and Ms. LaPorte:

This responds to your letter dated March 5, 2008 describing an extensive 2 year effort to capture
Indiana bats (Myotis sodalis) in northeastern Illinois and requesting “clearance” from section 7
responsibilities with respect to that species for all transportation projects for a period of 5 years.
The study was funded by the Illinois State Toll Highway Authority (ISTHA) and the Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT) in an effort to provide data on the potential presence of the
Indiana bat.

We applaud IDOT and ISTHA for agreeing to conduct the 2 year “Blue Ribbon” study to
determine if the Indiana bat is present in our coverage area. As you know, a lack of surveys and
data documenting the presence or absence of the species in our area, in combination with the
close proximity of a known maternity colony and existing hibernacula, resulted in our concern
about possible adverse impacts to the species from various projects.

We concur that the study has provided evidence that the Indiana bat is not likely present in
northeastern Illinois. We recommend that you use this study to support the conclusion that
specific transportation projects are not likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat. We would then
concur with these individual conclusions. We agree to continue with this procedure for a period
of 5 years, through the summer of 2012.

As noted in your letter the only exception would be in areas that we deem to be “exceptional

sites.” Furthermore if new information becomes available indicating that the Indiana bat may be
present in northeastern Illinois, then as a group we would reevaluate survey needs.
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Again, we commend both agencies in their cooperation in this significant endeavor. Information
obtained in the 2 year study is paramount for our knowledge of the species in our area. We look

forward to working with both agencies on this issue and future endeavors involving the Service’s
trust resources.

This letter provides comment under the authority of, and in accordance with, the provisions of
the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 ef seq.) and the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (87 Stat. 884. as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 ef seq.).

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Shawn Cirton at 847/381-2253, ext. 19.

Sincerely,

@v\,\,b\ o~

John D. Rogner
Field Supervisor

cc: IDOT, Brooks, Dees
ISTHA, Zucchero
IDNR, Hamer, Kath
COE, Isoe, Abrant, Chernich
RIFO, Nelson, Millar
BIFO, Pruitt, Pruitt, King
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CHRISTOPHER B. BURKE ENGINEERING, LTD.
9575 West Higgins Road  Suite 600 Rosemont, lllinois 60018  TEL (847) 823-0500 FAX(847) 823-0520

December 15, 2008

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Chicago Field Office

1250 South Grove Avenue, Suite 103
Barrington, IL 60010

Attention: Cathy Pollack

Subject: Elgin O'Hare — West Bypass
Threatened and Endangered Species —Technical Assistance Request

Cook & DuPage Counties, lllinois

Dear Ms. Pollack:

On behalf of the lllinois Department of Transportation, we request Technical Assistance
regarding Threatened and Endangered species for the above referenced project. The
information that you provide will be used to evaluate potential alternatives and will be
incorporated into a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). We are not requesting
formal consultation at this time; formal consultation is anticipated to take place as part of the
Tier Two EIS and/or during the approval process for individual construction projects, as

required.

Please note that the Elgin O’Hare — West Bypass (EOWB) study area has been expanded
from N Plum Grove Road to west of US Route 20 in Hanover Park, DuPage County, lllinois.
See attached location map. The study area was extended west based on the results of
preliminary traffic analyses.

As requested in your letter daled February 5, 2008, we are also providing additional
information to supplement our previous Technical Assistance request dated January 11,
2008. Enclosed please find aerial photograph exhibits showing approximate wetland
boundaries located within the EOWB project area. Wetlands within the proposed project
area were identified during cursory field reconnaissance. In general, the majority of the field
identified wetlands are characterized by low native plant species diversity and richness.
Based on cursory field reconnaissance, the majority of the palustrine cover type is
dominated by invasive plant species, such as cattail (Typha spp.), reed canary grass
(Phalaris arundinacea), and common reed (Phragmites australis). A detailed vegetative
assessment was not completed, nor is it proposed, as part of our Tier One sludies.

Based on the information that you provided, the original study area includes two known
locations of the Federally threatened eastern prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera leucophaea)
and two known locations of the State-endangered eastern massasauga rattlesnake
(Sistrurus catenatus). The two locations of the eastern prairie fringed orchid that you
provided are not located within the general envelope where transportation improvements are
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most likely to occur. The lllinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) provided
information on State-listed species within the study area; the eastern massasauga was not
included in this information. We understand that IDNR may have updated their database,
and we are in the process of obtaining relevant updates from IDNR. Based on information
provided by the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County (FPDDC), the eastern
massasauga is considered a “historical record"” in the study area at Wood Dale Grove Forest
Preserve’. Many historical records were made as early as the 1970s and it is possible that
this species no longer exists at Wood Dale Grove.

We have been coordinating this project with Shawn Cirton of your office, who is aware of the
study area revisions. Mr. Cirton participated in a field visit/driving tour of the study area
(including the expanded portion) on November 12, 2008. The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) also attended this
field visit. During the field visit, we visited several representative wetland areas located
within the general envelope where transportation improvements associated with the EOWB
study are most likely to occur. Potential wetland impacts associated with the proposed
improvements were also generally discussed.

Please indicate if the EOWB study area has any recorded presence of Federally protected
species or critical habitat for protected species. If any Federally protected species or critical
habitat are known to exist within the vicinity of the study area, please provide their specific
locations, to the extent possible, so that this information can be used for project planning
purposes when refining transportation system alternatives and considering potential
environmental impacts. To assist in your review, the Township, Range, Section, Longitude,
and Latitude for the study area are included in the Appendix.

If you need additional information or have any questions, please call me at (847) 823-0500.

Sincerely,

Y= vh —

o

Peter M. Knysz
Senior Environmental Resource Specialist

cc: Shawn Cirton - USFWS

PMK
N:\Mdot\070404\Env\Docs\T&EVL6_121508_USFWS.doc

! Wood Dale Grove Forest Preserve is located on Wood Dale Road, between Lake Street (US Route 20) and
3rd Avenue (Oak Meadows Drive), just west of Route 83. It is not located within the proposed project area.
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Chicago Ecological Services Field Office
1250 South Grove Avenue, Suite 103
Barrington, Illinois 60010
Phone: (847)381-2253 Fax: (847)381-2285

IN REPLY REFER TO:
FWS/AES-CIFO/8-FA-0221 / SL-0207

January 29, 2009

Mr. Peter M. Knysz

Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd.
9575 West Higgins Road, Suite 600
Rosemont, Illinois 60018

Dear Mr. Knysz:

This responds to your letter dated December 15, 2008 requesting information on endangered or
threatened species within an expanded study area for the proposed Elgin O’Hare West Bypass
project. This expanded study area includes area from North Plum Grove Road to west of US
Route 20 in Hanover Park, DuPage County, Illinois as depicted on the maps you enclosed.

The previously submitted study area, which extended approximately 2 miles outward from an
area generally bounded by Interstate 90 on the north, Interstate 294 on the east, and Interstate 290
on the south and west, was addressed in correspondence dated February 5, 2008. At that time we
indicated that this area encompassed two known locations of the federally threatened eastern
prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera leucophaea) and two known locations of the eastern
massasauga rattlesnake (Sistrurus catenatus) which is a candidate for listing. No critical habitat
for protected species occurred within the study area. Newer information indicates that the
eastern massasauga rattlesnake is no longer an issue for the previous project boundaries.

The two known locations of the eastern prairie fringed orchid are within T40N, R12E, Section 14
and T40N, R10E, Section 24. Possible habitat of the eastern prairie fringed orchid includes
mesic prairie, sedge meadows, marsh edges and bogs. Soils of these habitats include glacial
soils, lake plain deposits, muck, and peat. Potentially, any moderate to high quality wetland
habitat within the study area could support this species. If wetlands are to be impacted by this
proposed project, careful attention should be made to the quality of the wetlands and if necessary
conduct searches for these types of habitat. If any of the above habitat remnants are found within
any of the project areas, we request that searches for this species be conducted.

We have noticed that in northeastern Illinois orchid populations bloom sporadically rather than

all plants blooming at the same time. Because of this pattern, and small population numbers, it is
possible to conduct an orchid search and not detect orchids even when they are present.
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Mr. Peter M. Knysz 2

If potential habitat is observed and a field search should be conducted, we recommend
conducting the field search during the bloom date of the orchid; June 28 through July 11, with
searches conducted a minimum of three non-consecutive days within this time period. Using this
approach, we could be more confident of negative survey results.

We recommend working early on project plans to assure that potential orchid habitat would not
be affected. We look forward to working with you and the Army Corps of Engineers in
determining whether your final project plans would affect any federal listed species.

In regards to the new expanded study area from North Plum Grove Road to west of US Route 20
in Hanover Park, no federally listed species, nor critical habitat is known to occur.

When more definitive routes for this proposed project are decided, we recommend that you
submit them to this office along with information on the quality of the wetlands that may be
impacted, for a more thorough review.

We look forward to working with you and the Army Corps of Engineers in determining whether
your final project plans would affect any federal listed species.

These comments only address federally listed species. Please contact the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources for information on State-listed species. Also, we may have the opportunity to
review the project for a broader range of fish and wildlife impacts if it requires a Section 404
permit. We are willing to work with you in advance of formal submittal if it would help
streamline the approval process.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Cathy Pollack at 847/381-2253 ext. 20, or
Ms. Karla Kramer at 847/381-2253 ext. 12.

Sincerely,

ag\w‘b N2 an

John D. Rogner
Field Supervisor
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PETER J. ROSKAM

6TH 2isTRICT, ILLINOIS
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BLoomingpale, IL 60108
(630) 893-9670
{630) 893-9735 Fax
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Unngresys of the United States

www.roskam.house.gov
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March 285, 2009

Milton R. Sees, P.E.

Secretary

Hlinois Department of Transportation
2300 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, Illinois 62764

Dear Secretary Sees,

I am writing to convey my support for the Village of Bensenville’s position on the Elgin-O’Hare
West Bypass route alternative to connect with 1-294. It is my understanding that IDOT’s
Alternative A would pass through a broad swath of Bensenville comprised of residential,
commercial, and industrial areas. Each of the other three alternatives (Alternatives B, C, and D)
impact industrial areas in Franklin Park. Having reviewed the thus far identified impacts of each
of these alternatives, I want to express deep concern about the impact of Alternative A, 1believe
it is the least attractive option, and that one of the others should be selected by IDOT for further
evaluation. :

Alternative A presents such deep concerns because the most current publicly available
assessment of social impacts demonstrates Alternative A as the only one with adverse noise
effects, and the only one that will eliminate homes. At least seven homes would be displaced and
at least seventeen more would be adversely impacted by the noise created by this route by
IDOT’s calculations. In contrast, all three of the other alternatives have no noise impacts, nor do
they call for displacing residences.

Not only would Alternative A have the greatest adverse impact on the adjacent residential
community, it would also be the most damaging in terms of commercial/industrial structures and
businesses taken. Alternative A eliminates a significant number of jobs and tax revenues in the
Village of Bensenville that has already had to cope with these challenges due to the OMP.

These immediate challenges are matched with additional enduring hindrances as Alternative A
would require taking the most land that holds the most opportunity for development. Indeed,
Alternative A would cause substantial harm to the economic capacity of Bensenville. Given the
existence of viable alternatives that do not carry such consequences, I submit that Alternative A
can and should be abandoned.
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More positively, Alternative D seems to present the best way forward. It poses no threats to
residential communities, and its costs and other impacts are similar to the A, B, and C
alternatives. Overall, fewer structures would be lost with Alternative D. Also, Alternative D
provides a good opportunity to improve regional and local traffic flow with improved access to
post-construction industrial sites. The empirical benefits and community support warrant prime
consideration for Alternative D.

Thank you for your consideration. Iappreciate your interest in advancing our region’s
transportation infrastructure while maintaining the integrity of and opportunities for our
communities. If you have any questions, or require additional information, please fecl free to
contact me or Kitty Weiner on my staff at 630-893-9670.

Very truly yours,

Member of Congress
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"Pete Knysz" <pknysz@cbbel.com> To <Cathy_Pollack@fws.gov>
05/22/2009 08:07 AM cc

Please respond to Subject Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass
<pknysz@cbbel.com>

Cathy,
Hi. Would you please clarify something from the attached letter pertaining to the Elgin O’Hare — West Bypass
project (FWS/AES-CIFO/8-FA-0221 / SL-0207)?

1) Please confirm that the eastern massasauga rattlesnake is no longer a concern for the previous study area
boundaries and is not a concern for the expanded study area.

2) Regarding the eastern prairie fringed orchid...are you requesting that searches be conducted at potential
moderate to high quality wetland areas in the previous study area only? The letter states that no federally
listed species, nor critical habitat is known to occur in the expanded study area.

Please call with questions.
Thanks,

Peter M. Knysz
Manager, NPDES Policy and Enforcement

Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd.

9575 W. Higgins Road, Suite 600 Rosemont, IL 60018

Phone: (847) 823-0500 Fax: (847) 318-9793 Cell: (847) 833-0278
E-Mail: pknysz@cbbelcom

The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the individual or entity to whom it is addressed and should not be opened, read or
utilized by any other party. This message shall not be construed as official project information or as direction except as expressly provided in the
contract document. Its contents (including any attachments) may contain confidential and/or privileged information. If you are not an intended
recipient you must not use, disclose, disseminate, copy or print its contents. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by reply e-
mail and delete and destroy the message.
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From: Cathy_Pollack@fws.gov [mailto:Cathy Pollack@fws.gov]
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2009 9:48 AM

To: pknysz@cbbel.com

Subject: Re: Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass

Pete,

The eastern massasauga is no longer a concern for the previous study area boundaries and is not a
concern for the expanded study area.

Because | was given a large "study area" and not a definite route for this proposed project which
includes a "previous study area" and the "expanded study area", | can not say whether or not your
project would impact habitat of the eastern prairie fringed orchid. At this time, there are no known
locations of this species in the "expanded study area", however, there was in the "previous study
area", as mentioned in the letter. If a route is chosen, we'd expect that a wetland assessment would
be performed for all wetlands that may be impacted by this proposed project. At that time, you (or
we) could decide if any wetlands are of moderate to high quality. If so, then by comparing the plant
species list for that wetland with our associate list (this list is being updated) and if four (?) or more
associates are found, then we'd request a search of the habitat for the orchid during the orchid's
bloom period.

Such broad requests make it difficult for us to give a definitive answer. We have no exact route, we
have no information on wetland impact, or the quality of the wetlands, therefore our response is a bit
broad as well. And just because we have no known locations of this orchid species in an area does
not mean that it can not exist in that area.

If it is determined that wetland assessments will be conducted, please conduct them during the
growing season, this gives a more accurate representation of the plant species on-site.

| hope this clarified things. Let me know if you have more questions.

Cathy

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkk

Cathy Pollack

Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1250 S. Grove Ave., Suite 103
Barrington, lllinois 60010
847/381-2253 ext.20
847/381-2285 (fax)

* * *% *% * *
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