


























































































































































































































From: Krall, Ronald D [mailto:Ronald.Krall@illinois.gov]  

Sent: Monday, April 13, 2009 4:45 PM 
To: rebenson@gmail.com 

Cc: Harmet, Pete E; Pilecky, Lidia/CHI; Martin, Larry/CHI; Braband, Libby/CHI; mmatkovic@cbbel.com; Pechnick Patrick; 
Buckhout, Sarah/CHI 

Subject: Robert Benson, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club 

 
Project and Environmental Studies 

Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass 

Cook and DuPage Counties 

E-mail Response 

April 13, 2009 

Mr. Robert Benson 

rebenson@gmail.com  

Dear Mr. Benson: 

We appreciate your attendance and involvement at the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass Public Meeting #2.  
Since the beginning of the project, gathering input from stakeholders has been one of the Illinois Department 
of Transportation’s primary objectives.  We apologize for this delayed reply. 

Transit improvements are a major component of the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass alternatives.  We have 
been working extensively with the Regional Transit Authority (RTA), the transit providers (Metra, CTA, and 
PACE) and project stakeholders to develop elements of an overall transportation system solution.  As an 
example, based upon this coordination, our roadway alternatives have been designed to include space in 
the medians for transit accommodations.  These accommodations will provide the opportunity not only for 
improved transit service in the entire study area, but also for transit access to the west side of O’Hare from 
the west, north, and south, as follows: 

•       Thorndale Corridor - space provided in the median for rail or bus rapid transit from the 

Schaumburg Metra lot to the York Road area (actual facility type and implementing agency yet to be 
determined). 

•       Illinois Route 83 Corridor - bus arterial rapid transit (buses travel in regular traffic stream). 

•       West Bypass Corridor - space provided in the median for potential north/south connections of 

Metra’s proposed STAR Line. 

•       A concept for a transit hub at O’Hare’s proposed western terminal is being developed. 

An exhibit is attached to this reply that shows transit corridors and potential station locations that have been 
developed as part of the EO-WB study.  The attached exhibit is located at the end of this e-mail reply. 

In terms of the travel patterns in the study area, only 22% are passing through the study area.  The other 
78% are either: staying, entering or leaving the study area.  The large concentration of employment in the 
study area is a key reason for these travel patterns, which predominantly have a purpose in the study area.  
For those that are simply passing through the study area, alternatives such as the Elgin O’Hare - West 
Bypass (alternative 203) offer an interstate facility that would efficiently accommodate those trips. 



Regarding your comments about expanding I-90, we would like to note that the Illinois State Toll Highway 
Authority (Tollway) has already developed a master plan to provide four lanes in each direction, and is 
considered a “given” as part of our alternatives evaluation.  In addition, one of our initial alternatives included 
expanding I-290, in conjunction with widening other arterials (alternative 601).  When compared to the other 
alternatives, alternative 601 provided relatively less congestion relief, and was therefore dropped from 
further consideration in the summer of 2008.  Please visit our web site for more detailed information 
regarding our alternatives evaluation. 

We hope you continue to stay involved in the Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass project, and we encourage you to 
visit the project web site often (www.elginohare-westbypass.org), as it provides current project information. 
The site will be updated regularly throughout the study. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me, Ron Krall, Project Manager, at 
(847) 705-4103. 
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Janis Arquette, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

file:///L|/...2/7-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Responses%20to%20Comments/090306_EM_IDOT_JanisArquette_ResptoPIM%232Comment.htm[2/19/2013 3:25:41 PM]

From: Krall, Ronald D [Ronald.Krall@illinois.gov]
Sent: Friday, March 06, 2009 1:14 PM
To: janispasq@yahoo.com
Subject: Janis Arquette, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

Project and Environmental Studies

Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass

Cook and DuPage Counties

E-mail Response

March 6, 2009

Ms. Janis Arquette

janispasq@yahoo.com

Dear Ms. Arquette:

We appreciate your attendance and involvement at the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass Public Meeting #2. 
Since the beginning of the project, gathering input from stakeholders has been one of the Illinois Department
of Transportation’s primary objectives.  We apologize for this delayed reply to your previous comment.

For the purposes of our study, the OMP plan is a federally approved action and is considered a given in our
study.  As such, we have developed roadway alternatives that seek to minimize impacts to the surrounding
communities while still being compatible with the airport planning.  For specific information regarding the
OMP, please contact the City of Chicago since our studies generally do not include the evaluation of transit
on the O’Hare Airport site as a means to transfer passengers and employees between terminals.  Our
planning process has identified a CTA Blue Line extension between the east and west sides of O’Hare as
part of our Transit Alternatives.  Another aspect regarding the transit portion of our study includes a concept
for a transportation “hub”.  This hub could accommodate multiple transportation modes such as rail and bus. 
The location of this transit hub would be in the vicinity of the York Road and Thorndale Road intersection.

The remaining seven roadway alternatives, along with the range of north and south bypass connection
options, and the four transit alternatives are being evaluated based on stakeholder input, travel performance
results, design performance, initial construction costs, and environmental/social impacts.  We acknowledge
your comments regarding the roadway alternatives.  Since the last Public Meeting, we have eliminated
southern connection options “E”, “F”, and “G” from further consideration based upon a more in depth
assessment of conflicts with the Bensenville Railroad Yard.  These three options had major impacts to the
Bensenville Railroad Yard and an O’Hare runway.  An exhibit is shown below which displays the remaining
four south connection options still being considered.  The exhibit was too large to attach and e-mail.  If you
would like a hard copy of the exhibit, please contact Ron Krall, my telephone number is noted below.

We hope you continue to stay involved in the Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass project, and we encourage you to
visit the project website often (www.elginohare-westbypass.org), as it provides current project information
including the exhibits displayed at our Public Meeting #2.  In addition, we recommend you attend Public
Meeting #3, on Wednesday, March 11, 2009 at Belvedere Banquets, in Elk Grove Village, which is located in
the northeast corner of Devon and Rohlwing Road/IL Rte 53.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Ron Krall, Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

mailto:janispasq@yahoo.com
mailto:janispasq@yahoo.com
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/


Janis Arquette, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

file:///L|/...2/7-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Responses%20to%20Comments/090306_EM_IDOT_JanisArquette_ResptoPIM%232Comment.htm[2/19/2013 3:25:41 PM]



Marc Wasowicz, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

file:///L|/.../7-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Responses%20to%20Comments/090130_EM_IDOT_MarcWasowicz_ResptoPIM%232Comment.htm[2/19/2013 3:25:44 PM]

From: Krall, Ronald D [Ronald.Krall@illinois.gov]
Sent: Friday, January 30, 2009 9:05 AM
To: mwasowicz@comcast.net
Subject: Marc Wasowicz, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf
Club

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Red

Project and Environmental Studies

Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass

Cook and DuPage Counties

January 30, 2009

E-mail Response

Mr. Marc Wasowicz

mwasowicz@comcast.net

Dear Mr. Wasowicz:

We appreciate your attendance and involvement at the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass Public Meeting #2. 
Since the beginning of the project, gathering input from stakeholders has been one of the Illinois Department
of Transportation’s  primary objectives.

We understand the concerns that the Bensenville residents have regarding the on-going changes to the area
as result of the O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP).  For the purposes of our study, the OMP plan is a
federally approved action and is considered a given in our study.  All alternatives under consideration
recognize that plan.  We have developed alignments to minimize impacts to the surrounding communities
while also being compatible with the airport planning.  The remaining seven roadway alternatives, along with
the range of north and south connection options for the West Bypass, and the four transit alternatives will
continue to be evaluated based on stakeholder input, travel performance results, design performance, initial
construction costs, and environmental/social impacts.  Following the detailed analyses that will be performed,
finalist system alternatives for both transit and roadways will be recommended.

We hope you continue to stay involved in the Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass project, and we encourage you to
visit the project website often (www.elginohare-westbypass.org), as it provides current project information
including the exhibits displayed at our public meeting.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Ron Krall, Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

mailto:mwasowicz@comcast.net
mailto:mwasowicz@comcast.net
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/


Kathy Wasowicz, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

file:///L|/...-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Responses%20to%20Comments/090130_EM_IDOT_KathyWasowicz_ResptoPIM%232Comment.htm[2/19/2013 3:25:43 PM]

From: Krall, Ronald D [Ronald.Krall@illinois.gov]
Sent: Friday, January 30, 2009 11:52 AM
To: kwasowicz2@comcast.net
Subject: Kathy Wasowicz, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf
Club

Project and Environmental Studies

Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass

Cook and DuPage Counties

January 30, 2009

E-mail Response

Ms. Kathy Wasowicz

kwasowicz2@comcast.net

Dear Ms. Wasowicz:

We appreciate your attendance and involvement at the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass Public Meeting #2. 
Since the beginning of the project, gathering input from stakeholders has been one of the Illinois Department
of Transportation’s  primary objectives.

We understand the concerns that the Bensenville residents have regarding the on-going changes to the area
as result of the O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP).  For the purposes of our study, the OMP plan is a
federally approved action and is considered a given in our study.  All alternatives under consideration
recognize that plan.  We have developed alignments to minimize impacts to the surrounding communities
while also being compatible with the airport planning.  The remaining seven roadway alternatives, along with
the range of north and south connection options for the West Bypass, and the four transit alternatives will
continue to be evaluated based on stakeholder input, travel performance results, design performance, initial
construction costs, and environmental/social impacts.  Following the detailed analyses that will be performed,
finalist system alternatives for both transit and roadways will be recommended.

As far as any questions regarding the airport or the Airport Layout Plan, please direct them to the City of
Chicago (OMP).  Since IDOT is not responsible for on-site O’Hare planning, implementation will be the
responsibility of the OMP and the CTA.  As part of our roadway study we are coordinating with all transit
providers regarding potential transit improvements in the study area.  In conjunction with those efforts, we
are also investigating the feasibility of a transit hub to interface all transit modes on the west side of O’Hare. 

We hope you continue to stay involved in the Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass project, and we encourage you to
visit the project website often (www.elginohare-westbypass.org), as it provides current project information
including the exhibits displayed at our public meeting.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Ron Krall, Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

mailto:kwasowicz2@comcast.net
mailto:kwasowicz2@comcast.net
mailto:kwasowicz2@comcast.net
mailto:kwasowicz2@comcast.net
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/


































































Richard Schierhorn, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

file:///L|/...M-2/7-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Responses%20to%20Comments/090129_EM_IDOT_Schierhorn_ResptoPIM%232Comment.htm[2/19/2013 3:25:12 PM]

From: Krall, Ronald D [Ronald.Krall@illinois.gov]
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2009 11:12 AM
To: richardbens@aol.com
Subject: Richard Schierhorn, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf
Club

Project and Environmental Studies

Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass

Cook and DuPage Counties

January 29, 2009

E-mail Response

Richard Schierhorn

richardbens@aol.com

Dear Mr. Schierhorn:

Thank you for your comments regarding the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass Study.  Since the beginning of the
project, gathering input from stakeholders has been one of the Illinois Department of Transportation’s primary
objectives. 

The remaining seven roadway alternatives, along with the range of north and south connection options, and
the four transit alternatives will be evaluated based on stakeholder input, travel performance results, design
performance, initial construction costs, and environmental/social impacts.  We acknowledge your comments
regarding the alternatives.  Please note that Alternative 404 also includes the widening of Illinois Route 83 to
four lanes in each direction and therefore also includes residential and commercial property impacts..

We hope you continue to stay involved in the Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass project, and we encourage you to
visit the project website often (www.elginohare-westbypass.org), as it provides current project information.  If
you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Ron Krall, Project Manager, at (847)
705-4103.

mailto:richardbens@aol.com
mailto:richardbens@aol.com
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/


Greg Kuhs, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

file:///L|/...-8_PIM-2/7-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Responses%20to%20Comments/090129_EM_IDOT_Kuhs_ResptoPIM%232Comment.htm[2/19/2013 3:25:14 PM]

From: Krall, Ronald D [Ronald.Krall@illinois.gov]
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2009 11:31 AM
To: gkuhs@wooddaleparkdistrict.org
Subject: Greg Kuhs, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

Project and Environmental Studies

Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass

Cook and DuPage Counties

January 29, 2009

E-mail Response

Mr. Greg Kuhs

gkuhs@wooddaleparkdistrict.org

Dear Mr. Kuhs:

Thank you for your comments regarding the potential Elgin O’Hare Expressway impacts to the Salt Creek
Golf Club and TopGolf Wood Dale facilities.  As we evaluate our roadway alternatives and further coordinate
transit options within the project corridors, we will then refine the proposed roadway footprint to minimize
impacts to properties such as the public facilities that you described.  The Project Team meets regularly with
the City of Wood Dale and will set up a separate meeting with the Wood Dale Park District once we are
further along with our alternatives evaluation.  We recognize your concerns and understand the importance
of maintaining these community recreational facilities. 

We also encourage you to visit the project website often (www.elginohare-westbypass.org), as it provides
current project information.  If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Ron
Krall, Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

mailto:gkuhs@wooddaleparkdistrict.org
mailto:gkuhs@wooddaleparkdistrict.org
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/


Patricia Johnson, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

file:///L|/...PIM-2/7-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Responses%20to%20Comments/090129_EM_IDOT_Johnson_ResptoPIM%232Comment.htm[2/19/2013 3:25:13 PM]

From: Krall, Ronald D [Ronald.Krall@illinois.gov]
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2009 3:55 PM
To: Pattij243@comcast.net
Subject: Patricia Johnson, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf
Club

Project and Environmental Studies

Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass

Cook and DuPage Counties

January 29, 2009

E-mail Response

Ms. Patricia Johnson

Pattij243@comcast.net 

Dear Ms. Johnson:

Thank you for your comments.  Since the beginning of the project, gathering input from stakeholders has
been one of the Illinois Department of Transportation’s primary objectives.

The remaining seven roadway alternatives, along with the range of north and south connection options for
the West Bypass, and the four transit alternatives will continue to be evaluated based on stakeholder input,
travel performance results, design performance, initial construction costs, and environmental/social impacts. 
Following the detailed analyses that will be performed, finalist system alternatives for both transit and
roadways will be recommended.  The City of Chicago has set aside a corridor on the far west side of the
airfield to allow the construction of the West Bypass, if that is one of the components of the preferred
alternative.  All of the proposed alternatives developed have sought to avoid and/or minimize impacts as a
whole.

We hope you continue to stay involved in the Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass project, and we encourage you to
visit the project website often (www.elginohare-westbypass.org), as it provides current project information
including the exhibits displayed at our September 3rd, 2008, Public Information Meeting #2, showing the
various alternatives and West Bypass connection options.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Ron Krall, Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

mailto:Pattij243@comcast.net
mailto:Pattij243@comcast.net
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/


file:///L|/7-0_Studies_Analyses_&_Calculations/7-7_Public_Involvement/Tier_1/7-7-8_PIM-2/7-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Responses%20to%20Comments/090129_EM_IDOT_BusyBarb_ResptoPIM%232Comment.htm[2/19/2013 3:24:59 PM]

From: Krall, Ronald D [Ronald.Krall@illinois.gov]
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2009 3:14 PM
To: busybarb@comcast.net
Subject: Barbara, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club
Project and Environmental Studies
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass
Cook and DuPage Counties
 
January 29, 2009
 
E-mail Response
Barbara
busybarb@comcast.net
 
 
Dear Barbara:
 
Thank you for your inquiry regarding Illinois Route 19 (Irving Park Road).  None of the remaining seven roadway system alternatives call for the elimination of Irving Park
Road nor the closure of Mannheim Road.  Given the physical constraints posed by the airport, Irving Park Road is vital to local travel and will continue to be an important link
in the arterial roadway system. 
 
As part of the federally approved O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP) action the City of Chicago has proposed to relocate Irving Park Road between York Road and just
east of Taft Road.  This relocation of Irving Park Road will move the road south to accommodate the proposed southernmost runway.  However, please note continuity on
Irving Park Road will be maintained during and after relocation construction.  An exhibit showing the proposed relocation of Irving Park Road and the possible West Bypass
south connection alternatives is located below.  This plan showing relocated Irving Park Road is consistent with the OMP plan.
 
We encourage you to visit the project website often (www.elginohare-westbypass.org), as it provides current project information.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Ron Krall, Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.
 
 
 
 

mailto:busybarb@comcast.net
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
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FW: R. Bergman, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

file:///L|/...M-2/7-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Responses%20to%20Comments/081030_EM_IDOT_RBergman_ResptoPIM%232Comment.htm[2/19/2013 3:24:21 PM]

 

From: Krall, Ronald D
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2008 9:04 AM
To: 'franklinparktv@hotmail.com'
Subject: R. Bergman, Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

Project and Environmental Studies

Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass

Cook and DuPage Counties

October 30, 2008

E-mail response

franklinparktv@hotmail.com

R. Bergman

Dear Mr. Bergman:

Thank you for your comments concerning the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass project.  We appreciate your
attendance and involvement at Public Meeting #2.

The Illinois Department of Transportation is currently evaluating the seven remaining roadway alternatives. 
We continue to refine the alternatives to avoid or minimize impacts.  Ultimately, the preferred alternative(s)
will be determined on the basis of travel performance, design performance, environmental and societal
impacts, construction costs, and stakeholder input.  It is important to note that none of the alternatives under
consideration will remove or close the Bensenville Rail Yard.

In addition, impacts to area businesses will be quantified for each of the remaining alternatives, including the
loss of tax revenue.  We are aware of this concern in a number of communities, and will consider it as the
evaluation process advances.

We hope you continue to stay involved in the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass project, and we encourage you to
visit the project website often (www.elginohare-westbypass.org), as it provides current project information. 
The site will be updated regularly throughout the study.  If you have any questions or need additional
information, please contact Ron Krall, Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

mailto:franklinparktv@hotmail.com
mailto:franklinparktv@hotmail.com
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/


Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

file:///L|/...-2/7-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Responses%20to%20Comments/081016_EM_IDOT_JonThomas_ResptoPIM%232Comment.htm[2/19/2013 3:24:15 PM]

 

From: Krall, Ronald D [mailto:Ronald.Krall@illinois.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, October 16, 2008 9:52 AM
To: jonlthomas@yahoo.com
Subject: Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

Project and Environmental Studies

Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass

Cook and DuPage Counties

October 16, 2008

E-mail response

jonlthomas@yahoo.com

Jonathan Thomas

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Thank you for your recent inquiry concerning the Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass project.  We appreciate your interest and involvement with this
important and regionally significant project.

We will certainly provide you with the notices of upcoming project events.  Since these announcements and all project information is contained on
our project website, we do not send out individual email notifications.  However, please supply us with your home mailing address, and we will
add you to our project mailing list.  Your inclusion on the project mailing list will ensure that you receive all project newsletters and any other
general information that is mailed out, such as Public Meeting announcements.

All the information presented at Public Information Meeting #2 has been placed on the project website.  If while reviewing the website,
www.elginohare-westbypass.org, there is some information you cannot find or is missing, please contact the Department, and we will help you
navigate the website to the information location.

Currently, this initial phase of the EO-WB study (Tier One) is scheduled for completion by the end of 2010.  Ideally, we would like to have a
preferred alternate(s) decided upon and discussed in public forums well before issuing the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (late summer
’09).  We anticipate a public hearing culminating this effort in the fall of 2009.  Once the comments from the Public Hearing are addressed, we
would complete the preliminary process by the end of 2010.

We hope you continue to stay involved in the Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass project, and we encourage you to visit the project website often
(www.elginohare-westbypass.org), as it provides current project information.  The site will be updated regularly throughout the study. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me, Ron Krall, Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/






Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

file:///L|/...IM-2/7-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Responses%20to%20Comments/081016_EM_IDOT_Dilorenzo_ResptoPIM%232Comment.htm[2/19/2013 3:24:13 PM]

 

From: Krall, Ronald D [mailto:Ronald.Krall@illinois.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, October 16, 2008 11:48 AM
To: mario.dilorenzo@united.com
Subject: Comment Reply from Public Information Meeting #2, Sept. 3, 2008, Oak Meadows Golf Club

Project and Environmental Studies

Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass

Cook and DuPage Counties

October 16, 2008

E-mail response

mario.dilorenzo@united.com

Mario Dilorenzo

Dear Mr. Dilorenzo:

Thank you for your recent questions concerning the Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass project.  We appreciate your attendance and
involvement at Public Meeting #2.

During the initial year of the study, one of the first tasks involved stakeholder outreach to better understand the transportation
issues within the study area.  Once that was achieved, we were tasked with developing the Purpose and Need for this project. 
The outcome was the development of four statements which generally encompassed stakeholder input.  Improved access to
O’Hare Airport from the west was one of the defined needs.  As such, any preferred alternate will provided an enhanced western
access to O’Hare.

We appreciate your input on one of the specific remaining alternatives that was presented at the Public Meeting.  However, further
evaluation of the remaining seven alternatives is needed.  Evaluation factors will include: travel performance, design performance,
drainage considerations, financial feasibility/cost estimate, environmental impact/mitigation, residential and business displacements,
as well as others developed through further stakeholder input.

At the outset of this project, we determined that the solution should be a multimodal transportation solution that includes roadway,
transit (rail and bus), and pedestrian/bicycle improvements.  As we have moved forward in this study, we have been working
extensively with the Regional Transit Authority (RTA) and all the transit providers (Metra, CTA, and PACE) to develop the transit
elements of an overall transportation system solution.  For example, our roadway designs include space in the median to
accommodate inputs.  We are also examining a major transportation hub on the west side of O’Hare which could connect all modes
of travel and improve or provide connectivity to other parts of the region.

We hope you continue to stay involved in the Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass project, and we encourage you to visit the project web
site often (www.elginohare-westbypass.org), as it provides current project information.  The site will be updated regularly throughout
the study.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me, Ron Krall, Project Manager, at (847) 705-4103.

mailto:mario.dilorenzo@united.com
mailto:mario.dilorenzo@united.com
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/




file:///J|/..._Public_Involvement/Tier_1/7-7-8_PIM-2/7-7-8-5_Meeting_Summary/Comments%20received/Email%20comments/Williams.htm[5/3/2010 10:51:09 AM]

From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Friday, September 05, 2008 8:42 PM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: jkbanjo57@aol.com
Name: jerry k. williams sr.
Subject: elgin-o'hare west bypass
Message: No Response
Add me to the Project Mailing List: Add
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2008 8:28 AM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: mwasowicz@comcast.net
Name: Marc Wasowicz
Subject: Elgin-O'Hare West Access and Ring Road
Message: I have attended two of your public forums on the subject line in the last year. I am a resident of
Bensenville. My home is not directly affected by either the proposed OMP or your West Access Ring Road proposal.
However I think every resident of the wonderful community of Bensenville is affected in some way by the negative
implications of these plans. I would ask that IDOT look hard at the negative public impact that the City of Chicago
and the OMP proposition has had on the community of Bensenville. Any "ring road" plan should avoid further
destruction of property base within the Bensenville village limits. This activity displaces home owners and large
businesses that affect out tax base. It affects our school system (primary, middle and high school) from receiving
adequate tax funding to educate our student population. It also affects senior citizen programs and other
community support initiatives. Not to mention raising the tax burden on the remaining village citizens. 
As stated by Paul Fichtner DuPage County Board Member in the editorial column of the Sept 5, 2008 Daily Herald,
"Bensenville has already suffered too much" in the potential loss of 15% of our community. Whether Chicago can
fund and finish the OMP is seriously in question. 
Other neighboring municipalities should bear some of the negative aspects of your proposal if they want to enjoy
its benefits. Please avoid further harm to our community and take your alternative plans into serious consideration
for the citizens of Bensenville. 
Thank you. 
Add me to the Project Mailing List: No Response
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2008 8:28 AM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: mwasowicz@comcast.net
Name: Marc Wasowicz
Subject: Elgin-O'Hare West Access and Ring Road
Message: I have attended two of your public forums on the subject line in the last year. I am a resident of
Bensenville. My home is not directly affected by either the proposed OMP or your West Access Ring Road proposal.
However I think every resident of the wonderful community of Bensenville is affected in some way by the negative
implications of these plans. I would ask that IDOT look hard at the negative public impact that the City of Chicago
and the OMP proposition has had on the community of Bensenville. Any "ring road" plan should avoid further
destruction of property base within the Bensenville village limits. This activity displaces home owners and large
businesses that affect out tax base. It affects our school system (primary, middle and high school) from receiving
adequate tax funding to educate our student population. It also affects senior citizen programs and other
community support initiatives. Not to mention raising the tax burden on the remaining village citizens. 
As stated by Paul Fichtner DuPage County Board Member in the editorial column of the Sept 5, 2008 Daily Herald,
"Bensenville has already suffered too much" in the potential loss of 15% of our community. Whether Chicago can
fund and finish the OMP is seriously in question. 
Other neighboring municipalities should bear some of the negative aspects of your proposal if they want to enjoy
its benefits. Please avoid further harm to our community and take your alternative plans into serious consideration
for the citizens of Bensenville. 
Thank you. 
Add me to the Project Mailing List: No Response
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2008 10:42 AM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: kwasowicz2@comcast.net
Name: Kathy Wasowicz
Subject: Comments from Sept 3 public meeting
Message: As a resident of Bensenville for the past 8 years, I have seen my town lose tax revenue from the
homes and businesses that the O'Hare Expansion took. I do not feel the town of Bensenville should suffer any
more in lost homes/businesses/tax revenue. It's not just the people whose homes or business are taken, but also
the people that are still living in Bensenville that have to suffer the consequences (more noise, pollution, etc from
planes & traffic, less money for all taxing bodies). It's time for some of the other towns to pay their dues since
this is a regional & national problem. 

Also, this western access (from Elgin-O'Hare expressway south to I-294) should only be built if FULL access to ALL
terminals at O'Hare is available from the west. Western access to O'Hare does NOT mean parking on the west side
of the airport and shuttling down York/Elmhurst Rd to Irving Park to Mannheim. I believe when most people hear
western access, they believe they will be able to get to all terminals from the west, which may not be the case. 
Add me to the Project Mailing List: Add
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Friday, September 05, 2008 10:50 AM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: jonlthomas@yahoo.com
Name: Jonathan Thomas
Subject: Public Meetings
Message: I am hoping to get notices of upcoming events for this project. Specifically public meeting and general
status notices. Will the documents (proposed routes, potential land taking, Newsletter, etc.) shown at the last
meeting be posted on this site? If so, when should I expect that? Finally, when is the ultimate/final decision
expected to be made? 

Thank you. 

Jon
Add me to the Project Mailing List: Add
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2008 11:26 PM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: richardbens@aol.com
Name: Richard Schierhorn
Subject: best alternative
Message: I don't think we Bensenville residents have much say-so on the location of the bypass. If we do, 
and I can have a vote on an Alternative,I vote for 404-- Would not affect many residents and is 
just about the least construction involved.. Thanks for the consideration!! 
Add me to the Project Mailing List: Add
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2008 4:39 PM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: gkuhs@wooddaleparkdistrict.org
Name: Greg Kuhs, Executive Director
Subject: Comments: West Bypass
Message: The Wood Dale Park District owns and operates the Salt Creek Golf Club located at the intersection of
Thorndale Avenue and Prospect Avenue. The park district also has a long-term lease agreement with TopGolf
Wood Dale which is located at the same intersection. 

Wood Dale Park District is asking that IDOT design the configuration of the west bypass in a way that will provide
a positive impact our business operations at Salt Creek Golf Club and TopGolf Wood Dale. 

Salt Creek Golf Club is a vital public recreational venue that enhances the quality of life for people in DuPage
County. TopGolf Wood Dale is a unique high-tech recreational facility (one of three such facilities in the United
States) that also provides a unique leisure experience to the Chicago land area. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this further, please contact me. 

Thank you, 

Greg Kuhs 
Executive Director 
Wood Dale Park District 
111 East Foster Avenue 
Wood Dale, IL 60191 
630-595-9958 
gkuhs@wooddaleparkdistrict.org 

Add me to the Project Mailing List: Add
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2008 11:36 AM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: Pattij243@comcast.net
Name: Patricia Johnson
Subject: Road Placement
Message: No additional land, businesses, homes should be taken from the Village of Bensenville. All road
locations should be placed on Airport property and EAST of County Line Road. 

This community has been raped enough.
Add me to the Project Mailing List: No Response
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Thursday, September 04, 2008 1:43 PM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: jellis@rwaengineers.com
Name: John Ellis
Subject: Sept. 3, 2008 Public Meeting - Exhibits for South Connection, West Bypass
Message: I am involved with the O'Hare Modernization program, and we are beginning the formulation of the
completion phase program where we will be involved with the relocation of Irving Park Road. It would be helpful to
have links or a CD of your Exhibits for Options A-F of the South Connection, West Bypass, plus the composite with
all options shown. We understand that all of the options need to undergo further evaluation. I am already on your
mailing list. 

Regards, 

John Ellis, P.E. 
O'Hare Modernization Program 
10510 W. Zemke Road 
P.O. Box 66848 
Chicago, IL 60666 
773-462-7520 

Add me to the Project Mailing List: No Response
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2008 6:41 AM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: franklinparktv@hotmail.com
Name: R Bergman
Subject: Bensenville Rail Yard
Message: Any alternative that removes this facility will remove a vital intermodal shipping facility that moves
more freight than O'Hare moves!
Add me to the Project Mailing List: Add
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2008 8:07 PM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: franklinparktv@hotmail.com
Name: R Bergman
Subject: Elgin Ohare Expressway
Message: Some of the options presented would remove supporting infrastructure for O'Hare Airport. These would
include but not be limited to meal preparation areas, car parking facilities, hotels, and car rental facilities. These
businesses would have a hard time relocating as there is no place for them to go to nearby the airport.
Additionally the tax burden would be shifted to the homeowners in Schiller Park and Franklin Park with no benefit
to any of the existing homeowners. This is a lose, lose proposition for both of these towns.
Add me to the Project Mailing List: Add
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Saturday, September 13, 2008 7:50 PM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: rebenson@gmail.com
Name: Robert Benson
Subject: Congestion in and around O'Hare Corridor
Message: The plans proposed at the meeting and at the web site alone will not resolve the issue of congestion in
and around the Chicago O'hare airport. 

Their is no rapid transportation going to O'Hare from the west, North (limited), or South. 

Also, the resolving of traffic going through this area on the proposed alternatives do not address the issue that
really is presented which is traffic that is going through the major road arteries that are not heading to the
Chicago O'Hare corridor. 

To improve local and regional travel, A true BYPASS would offer alternative routes to travelers that's final
transportation is NOT in the outilined corridor. Offering another route North and South and bypassing the entire
O'Hare Corridor would be the desired alternative. 

This would be best served by expanding 290 expressway and 90 Expressway allowing for better access to south
and north corridors. Expanding 53 and extending it to Wisconsin freeing up travelers that are using 90 to connect
to 294. 

Providing more public transportation options for commuters to downtown via park and express busses offering
better commuting options to eliminate some of the cars on the road. 

Extending the public transportation to O'Hare for travelers allowing them access from as far out as Shauburg to
allow eliminating the commuters that are coming to O'Hare. Have these travelers park out 10 miles away or more
and allow them quick access to terminals thruogh rapind transportation eliminating each individual driving to this
corridor. 

Add me to the Project Mailing List: Add
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Tuesday, September 02, 2008 7:46 PM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: busybarb@comcast.net
Name: Barbara 
Subject: EO-WB Project
Message: I'm interested in knowing how this project is going to affect Irving Park Road that borders the airport.
I've heard they are going to close that road west of Mannheim Road. Anyone know if this is true? 
Add me to the Project Mailing List: Add
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From: support@elginohare-westbypass.org
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2008 10:42 PM
To: Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject: Elgin O'Hare Comments
Comments

Email: janispasq@yahoo.com
Name: Janis Arquette
Subject: Elgin Ohare western bypass
Message: I received a lot of helpful info from your staff on September 3rd at Oak Meadows in WoodDale. It was a
lot of info to take in all at once. 

I want the final plan to stay east of York Road and north of Green Street. 
In fact, I wonder if IL Route 19 needs to be moved south any more. Moving it is based on the assumption that a
southern runway will be built. It may not ever happen. It should not ever happen! The current OMP does not solve
the problems it is supposed to solve. It will NOT decrease flight delays nearly enough and it will NOT allow as
many more flights as the plan proposes. There is a limited amount of air space above even an enlarged airport.
Also, the weather at O'Hare will always be a factor. It makes more sense to build a third airport further south. 

Also, is the western access going to be a large parking lot where busses and trams need to shuttle folks around
the outside of the airport to get them to the terminals on the eastern side? 

IDOT's goals are reducing congestion, decreasing travel times, connecting easily to the interstates and providing
western access to OHare. 

I only had time to look at the southern connection choices. Plan A appeared to be the most direct and would have
the most ongrade solution, but Bensenville has given too much already. We need a larger tax base to replace what
we have already lost. Plan B may still be too close to Bensenville. Plan C, I understand involves too long a stretch
of high bridges. Plan E is still problematic for the railroad. Was Plan F going over too wide a stretch of tracks? I
liked Plan G because it was north of Franklin Avenue and west of Wolf Road. I noticed on the maps there was
another place where the tracks narrowed considerably. It was west of County Line Road and maybe even west of
Wolf Road. It would require shorter bridges. Why was this not an option? What other problems were encountered
with this straight run to connect IL19 with the expressway? 

Alternative 404 seems to eliminate a need for a southern connection. It makes sense to make use of the
interchange that is already at I90 and Elmhurst Road. It also eliminates moving of IL19 (The southern runway
may never happen.) I wonder, though, what will happen to the homes, apartments, businesses and schools along
Route 83 when it is widened in this plan. It already is 6 lanes wide most of the way. Are you going wider than 6
lanes? Will there still be lights at Third, Hillside, Foster, and Thorndale? 

East west congestion will be relieved around York and Irving Park Roads when the other IDOT project is
finished:raising the railroad and putting IL19 a little lower, widening Irving on the north side, widening York on
the east side, putting in left and right turn only lanes in all directions. 

Alternative 202 looks good. It utilizes the existing exchange at Elmhurst Road and I90. It is direct and less
confusing than the others. My only concerns are with the southern connection as stated above. I could not find
PLans A to G on the website to look at them more carefully. 

Add me to the Project Mailing List: Add
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