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Description
This item shall consist of the process of exposing and determining the location of existing underground utilities to avoid “blind” or obtrusive bores. This process is commonly referred to as potholing.

The Contractor shall pothole all underground utilities within project limits to the frequency as directed by the Engineer. Prior to exposing any utilities, the Contractor shall locate all applicable existing utilities as required by JULIE law, and obtain any permits or approvals for access required to perform the work. The Contractor shall also establish traffic control if required by the Engineer according to applicable traffic control standards.

Methods and Equipment
The Contractor shall provide 6” diameter minimum potholes by an approved method, either hand dug or machine dug, at the frequency and locations specified by the Engineer. All proposed utility crossings shall be exposed and potholed beyond the depth of the Contractor’s excavation of work at that location for both inspection and verification of vertical utility clearances. The Contractor shall submit any surveyed elevation data to the Engineer to be included in the As-Built plans.

Construction Requirements
The Contractor shall make efforts to protect all open potholes during construction activities. The Contractor shall notify the Engineer immediately if any utility is damaged during construction or if any utility conflicts with the proposed work.

Backfilling Requirements
All potholes made from utility exploration shall be pumped dry, and any mud or loose material within the space removed before backfilling. The potholes shall be backfilled as follows. 
1. For potholes made within 2 ft (600 mm) of pavement, curb, gutter, curb and gutter, or stabilized shoulder, the potholes shall be backfilled with controlled low-strength material (CLSM) according to Articles 593.01, 593.02, 593.03, and 593.04.
2. For potholes made within 2 ft (600 mm) of sidewalk or aggregate surfaces, the potholes shall be backfilled with porous granular material according to Articles 207.01, 207.02, and 207.03.
3. All other potholes shall be backfilled with select material. The select material shall be from excavation or borrow, free from large or frozen lumps, clods, or rock, meeting the approval of the Engineer. The material shall be placed in lifts not exceeding 8 in. (200mm) in depth, loose measurement, and compacted to the satisfaction of the Engineer.

Removal and replacement of existing sidewalk, pavement and islands only for utility locating purposes will not be paid for separately but shall be included in the contract bid price for POTHOLING.

Method of Measurement
Measurement for payment will be EACH per pothole as indicated or as agreed upon, directed by, or approved by the Engineer. Multiple potholes made to obtain the location of a singular utility facility to be crossed at the same location will be measured as EACH per pothole per facility. 

Basis of payment.  This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per EACH for POTHOLING as measured from the existing ground surface to the top of the exposed utility. This price includes all labor, equipment and incidentals associated with the excavation including any survey, backfilling, or patching.

