




































































U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Illinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

February 13,2008 

Refer To: HDA-IL 

Mr. John A. Barrett 
Chairperson, Business Committee 
Citizen Band Potawatomi Tribe 
1 90 1 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, OK 74801 

Dear Mr. Barrett: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. 
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 53lInterstate 290 
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east. 

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed 
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major 
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O'Hare 
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 
I-190,I-90, 1-294 and 1-290). 

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire 
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A 
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary 
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts 
during the Tier One EIS. 

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation 
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be 
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on 
detailed environmental analyses. 

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying 
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those 
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies 
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project's 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an 
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agency's decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project. 
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages 
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking, 
to participate in the Section 106 review process. 

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Citizen Band Potawatomi Tribe as a tribal government that 
may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the 
Citizen Band Potawatomi Tribe to become aparticipating agency and a Section 106 consulting 
party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West Bypass project. The designation 
does not imply that your agency supports the proposal 

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency's role in the development of the above project 
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise: 

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project's purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and 
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis; 

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and 
3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation. 

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of 
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17,2008. 
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a 
participating agency. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies' 
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller 
of my staff at (21 7) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, 
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245. 

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. 

Sincerely, 

orman R. Stoner, P.E. 
E i v i s i o n  Administrator 

cc: Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT 
Ms. Diane 07Keefe, Region One, D O T  
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, D O T  
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Illinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

February 13,2008 

Refer To: HDA-IL 

Mr. Jonathan Buffalo 
Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa 
3 137 F Avenue 
Tama, IA 52339 

Dear Mr. Buffalo: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. 
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 53lhterstate 290 
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east. 

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed 
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major 
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O'Hare 
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 
1-1 90,I-90, 1-294 and 1-290). 

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire 
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A 
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary 
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts 
during the Tier One EIS. 

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation 
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be 
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on 
detailed environmental analyses. 

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying 
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those 
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies 
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project's 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an 
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agency's decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project. 
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages 
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking, 
to participate in the Section 106 review process. 

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa as a tribal 
government that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and 
IDOT invite the Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa to become aparticipating agency 
and a Section 106 consultingparty in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West 
Bypass project. The designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal 

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency's role in the development of the above project 
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise: 

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project's purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and 
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis; 

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and 
3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation. 

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of 
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008. 
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a 
participating agency. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies' 
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller 
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, 
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245. 

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. 

Sinc ely, 

&& 
/' Norman R. Stoner, P.E. 

Division Administrator 

cc: Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT 
Ms. Diane 07Keefe, Region One, IDOT 
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT 
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

Illinois Division 

February 13,2008 

3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 

Refer To: HDA-IL 

Mr. Wilfrid Cleveland 
President, Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin 
P.O. Box 667 
Black River Falls, WI 546 1 5 

Dear Mr. Cleveland: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. 
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 53lInterstate 290 
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east. 

T11e study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed 
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major 
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O'Hare 
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 
1-190, 1-90, 1-294 and 1-290). 

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire 
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A 
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary 
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts 
during the Tier One EIS. 

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation 
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be 
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on 
detailed environmental analyses. 

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying 
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those 
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies 
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project's 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an 
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agency's decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project. 
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages 
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking, 
to participate in the Section 106 review process. 

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin as a tribal government 
that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the 
Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin to become aparticipating agency and a Section 106 consulting 
party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West Bypass project. The 
designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal 

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency's role in the development of the above project 
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise: 

1.  Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project's purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and 
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis; 

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and 
3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation. 

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of 
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008. 
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a 
participating agency. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies' 
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller 
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, D O T  Environmental Section Chief, 
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245. 

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. 

Norman R. Stoner, P.E. 
Division Administrator 

cc: Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT 
Ms. Diane O'Keefe, Region One, D O T  
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT 
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency 
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U.S Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

Illinois Division 

February 13,2008 

3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 

Refer To: HDA-IL 

Mr. John P. Froman 
Chief, The Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
1 18 S. Eight Tribes Trails 
P.O. Box 1527 
Miami, OK 74355 

Dear Mr. Froman: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. 
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 53lInterstate 290 
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east. 

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed 
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major 
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O'Hare 
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 
1-190, 1-90? 1-294 and 1-290). 

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire 
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A 
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary 
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts 
during the Tier One EIS. 

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation 
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be 
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on 
detailed environmental analyses. 

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying 
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those 
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies 
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project's 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an 
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agency's decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project. 
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages 
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking, 
to participate in the Section 106 review process. 

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma as a tribal 
government that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and 
IDOT invite the Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma to become aparticipating agency and a 
Section 106 consultingparty in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West Bypass 
project. The designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal 

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency's role in the development of the above project 
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise: 

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project's purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and 
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis; 

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and 
3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation. 

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of 
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17,2008. 
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a 
participating agency. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies' 
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller 
of my staff at (2 17) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, 
Bureau of Design and Environment at (2 17) 785-4245. 

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. 

/ Division Administrator 

cc: Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT 
Ms. Diane O'Keefe, Region One, D O T  
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT 
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Highway 
Administration 

Illinois Division 

February 13,2008 

3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 

Refer To: HDA-IL 

Mr. Rey Kitchkumme 
Vice Chair, Tribal Council 
Prairie Band of Potawatomi 
14880 K Road 
Mayetta, KS 66509 

Dear Mr. Kitchkumme: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. 
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 53lInterstate 290 
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east. 

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed 
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major 
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O'Hare 
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 
I-190,I-90,I-294 and 1-290). 

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire 
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A 
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary 
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts 
during the Tier One EIS. 

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation 
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be 
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on 
detailed environmental analyses. 

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying 
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those 
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies 
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project's 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an 
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agency's decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project. 
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages 
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking, 
to participate in the Section 106 review process. 

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Prairie Band of Potawatomi as a tribal government that may 
have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the Prairie 
Band of Potawatomi to become aparticipating agency and a Section 106 consz~Itingpnrty in the 
development of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West Bypass project. The designation does not 
imply that your agency supports the proposal 

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency's role in the development of the above project 
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise: 

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project's purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and 
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis; 

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and 
3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation. 

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of 
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17, 2008. 
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a 
participating agency. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies' 
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller 
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, 
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245. 

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. 

h iv is ion Administrator 

cc: Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT 
Ms. Diane O'Keefe, Region One, D O T  
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, D O T  
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Illinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

February 13,2008 

Refer To: HDA-IL 

Mr. Kenneth Meshiguad 
Chairperson, Hannahville Indian Community 
N14911 Hannahville Boulevard Road 
Wilson, MI 49896 

Dear Mr. Meshiguad: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. 
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 53lInterstate 290 
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east. 

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed 
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major 
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O'Hare 
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 
I- 190,I-90,I-294 and 1-290). 

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire 
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A 
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary 
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts 
during the Tier One EIS. 

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation 
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be 
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on 
detailed environmental analyses. 

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying 
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those 
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies 
are responsible for identifllng, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project's 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an 
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agency's decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project. 
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages 
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking, 
to participate in the Section 106 review process. 

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Hannahville Indian Community as a tribal government that 
may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the 
Hannahville Indian Community to become aparticipating agency and a Section 106 consulting 
party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West Bypass project. The designation 
does not imply that your agency supports the proposal 

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency's role in the development of the above project 
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise: 

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project's purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and 
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis; 

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and 
3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation. 

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of 
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17,2008. 
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a 
participating agency. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies' 
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller 
of my staff at (21 7) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, 
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245. 

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. 

orman R. Stoner, P.E. 
Administrator 

cc: Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, D O T  
Ms. Diane O'Keefe, Region One, D O T  
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, D O T  
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

Illinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, 1L 62703 

February 1 3,2008 

Refer To: HDA-IL 

Mr. John Miller 
Chair, Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
58620 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Dear Mr. Miller: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. 
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 53lInterstate 290 
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east. 

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed 
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major 
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O'Hare 
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 
I- 190,I-90, 1-294 and 1-290). 

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire 
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A 
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary 
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts 
during the Tier One EIS. 

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation 
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be 
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on 
detailed environmental analyses. 

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying 
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those 
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies 
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project's 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an 

P'PA01PG T V E T  

A M E R I C A N  , 
E C O N O M Y  C_1-45



agency's decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project. 
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages 
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking, 
to participate in the Section 106 review process. 

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians as a tribal 
government that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and 
IDOT invite the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians to become aparticipating agency and a 
Section 106 consultingparty in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West Bypass 
project. The designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal 

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency's role in the development of the above project 
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise: 

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project's purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and 
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis; 

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and 
3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation. 

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of 
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17,2008. 
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a 
participating agency. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies' 
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller 
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, 
Bureau of Design and Environment at (2 17) 785-4245. 

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. 

porman  R. Stoner, P.E. 
Division Administrator 

cc: Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT 
Ms. Diane O'Keefe, Region One, IDOT 
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT 
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Illinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

February 13,2008 

Refer To: HDA-IL 

Ms. Fredia Perkins 
Chairperson, Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri 
305 N. Main Street 
Reserve, KS 66454 

Dear Ms. Perkins: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. 
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 53lInterstate 290 
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east. 

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed 
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major 
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O'Hare 
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 
I-190,I-90, 1-294 and 1-290). 

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire 
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A 
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary 
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts 
during the Tier One EIS. 

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation 
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be 
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on 
detailed environmental analyses. 

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying 
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those 
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies 
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project's 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an 
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agency's decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project. 
Furthennore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages 
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking, 
to participate in the Section 106 review process. 

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri as a tribal government 
that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and TDOT invite the 
Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri to become aparticipating agency and a Section 106 consulting 
party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West Bypass project. The 
designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal 

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency's role in the development of the above project 
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise: 

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project's purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and 
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis; 

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and 
3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation. 

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of 
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17,2008. 
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a 
participating agency. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies' 
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller 
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, 
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245. 

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. 

Sincerely, 

m a n  R. Stoner, P.E. 
fiivision Administrator 

cc: Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, D O T  
Ms. Diane O'Keefe, Region One, IDOT 
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT 
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

Illinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 

February 13,2008 

Refer To: HDA-IL 

Mr. Matthew Pilcher 
Chairman, Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 687 
Winnebago, NE 68071 

Dear Mr. Pilcher: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. 
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 53llnterstate 290 
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east. 

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed 
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major 
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O'Hare 
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 
I-190,I-90, 1-294 and 1-290). 

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire 
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A 
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary 
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts 
during the Tier One EIS. 

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation 
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be 
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on 
detailed environmental analyses. 

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying 
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those 
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies 
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project's 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an 
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agency's decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project. 
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages 
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking, 
to participate in the Section 106 review process. 

The FHWA and D O T  identified the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska as a tribal government that 
may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska to become aparticipating agency and a Section 106 consulting 
party in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West Bypass project. The designation 
does not imply that your agency supports the proposal 

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency's role in the development of the above project 
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise: 

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project's purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and 
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis; 

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and 
3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation. 

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of 
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17,2008. 
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a 
participating agency. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies' 
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller 
of my staff at (21 7) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, 
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245. 

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. 

orman R. Stoner, P.E. 
Administrator 

cc: Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT 
Ms. Diane O'Keefe, Region One, D O T  
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT 
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Highway 
Administration 

Illinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 

February 13,2008 

Refer To: HDA-IL 

Ms. Kay Rhoades 
Sac and Fox Nation 
Route 2 Box 246 
Stroud, OK 74079 

Dear Ms. Rhoades: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. 
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 53lInterstate 290 
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east. 

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed 
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major 
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O'Hare 
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 
I- 190,I-90, 1-294 and 1-290). 

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire 
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A 
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary 
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts 
during the Tier One EIS. 

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation 
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be 
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on 
detailed environmental analyses. 

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying 
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those 
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies 
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project's 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an 
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agency's decision making on granting a pennit or other approvals that are needed for the project. 
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages 
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking, 
to participate in the Section 106 review process. 

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Sac and Fox Nation as a tribal government that may have 
an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and IDOT invite the Sac and Fox 
Nation to become aparticipating agency and a Section 106 consultingparty in the development 
of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West By-pass project. The designation does not imply that your 
agency supports the proposal 

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency's role in the development of the above project 
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise: 

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project's purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and 
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis; 

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and 
3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation. 

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of 
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17,2008. 
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a 
participating agency. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies' 
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller 
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, D O T  Environmental Section Chief, 
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245. 

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. 

Sincerely, 

R. Stoner, P.E. 
Division Administrator 

cc: Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT 
Ms. Diane O'Keefe, Region One, IDOT 
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, IDOT 
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Highway 
Administration 

Illinois Division 3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 

February 13,2008 

Refer To: HDA-IL 

Mr. Philip Shopodock 
Chairman, Executive Council 
Forest County Potawatomi Community 
P. 0. Box 340 
Crandon, WI 54520 

Dear Mr. Shopodock: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), is initiating a Tier One Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass. The project study area is located in DuPage and Cook Counties. 
The study area boundary is bordered by Interstate 90 (1-90) on the north, IL 53lInterstate 290 
(1-290) on the west and south, and Interstate 294 (1-294) on the east. 

The study area covers approximately 50 square miles. The project area is a densely developed 
suburban area comprised of residential, commercial and industrial development. Major 
transportation hubs of national significance are present in the project area including O'Hare 
International Airport and the Bensenville railroad yard as well as five interstate facilities (1-355, 
I- 190,I-90, 1-294 and 1-290). 

The Tier One EIS will include an evaluation of transportation system needs across the entire 
study area as well as the development and evaluation of multi-modal system alternatives. A 
travel demand model and a Geographic Information System database will be the primary 
technical tools used to identify transportation system needs and potential environmental impacts 
during the Tier One EIS. 

The Tier One EIS will conclude with a record of decision selecting a preferred transportation 
system alternative(s). Following the Tier One EIS, projects with independent utility may be 
advanced to Tier Two National Environmental Policy Act document(s) that will focus on 
detailed environmental analyses. 

The FHWA and IDOT, as joint lead agencies for this project, are responsible for identifying 
Federal, tribal, State and local agencies that may have an interest in the project and inviting those 
entities to be participating agencies. Pursuant to Section 6002 of the Safe Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), participating agencies 
are responsible for identifying, as early as possible, any issues of concern regarding the project's 
potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an 

A M E R I C A N  d 

E C O N O M Y  I, 
C_1-53



agency's decision making on granting a permit or other approvals that are needed for the project. 
Furthermore, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) encourages 
Federal agencies to invite consulting parties, entities with an interest in the Federal undertaking, 
to participate in the Section 106 review process. 

The FHWA and IDOT identified the Forest County Potawatomi Community as a tribal 
government that may have an interest in the project. Therefore, with this letter, FHWA and 
IDOT invite the Forest County Potawatomi Community to become aparticipating agency and a 
Section 106 consultingparty in the development of the EIS for the Elgin O'Hare-West Bypass 
project. The designation does not imply that your agency supports the proposal 

The FHWA and IDOT propose that your agency's role in the development of the above project 
should include the following as they relate to your area of expertise: 

1. Provide meaningful and early input on defining the project's purpose and need, 
determining the range of alternatives to be carried forward, and the methodologies and 
level of detail required in the alternatives analysis; 

2. Participate in coordination meetings and joint field reviews, as appropriate; and 
3. Participate and comment on appropriate Section 106 documentation. 

Please respond to our office at the above listed address in writing, with an acceptance or denial of 
this invitation to be both a participating agency and a consulting party prior to March 17,2008. 
Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU Section 6002, a non-Federal agency must accept in writing to be a 
participating agency. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss in more detail the project or our agencies' 
respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of this EIS, please contact Matt Fuller 
of my staff at (217) 492-4625, or Barbara H. Stevens, IDOT Environmental Section Chief, 
Bureau of Design and Environment at (217) 785-4245. 

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. 

Sincerelv. , , 

orman R. Stoner, P.E. 
'~ivision Administrator 

cc: Mr. Eric Harm, Division of Highways, IDOT 
Ms. Diane O'Keefe, Region One, IDOT 
Ms. Barbara Stevens, Bureau of Design and Environment, D O T  
Ms. Carol Legard, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Ms. Anne Haaker, Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency 
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Participating Agencies Responses   

Agency Name Requested Role Reason for Response 

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska Participating Agency Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding, 
tribes are considered to have declined 
participation in the project. 

Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri Participating Agency Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding, 
tribes are considered to have declined 
participation in the project. 

Hannahville Indian Community Participating Agency Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding, 
tribes are considered to have declined 
participation in the project. 

Prairie Band of Potawatomi Participating Agency Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding, 
tribes are considered to have declined 
participation in the project. 

Sac and Fox Tribe of the 
Mississippi in Iowa 

Participating Agency Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding, 
tribes are considered to have declined 
participation in the project. 

Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin Participating Agency Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding, 
tribes are considered to have declined 
participation in the project. 

The Peoria Tribe of Indians of 
Oklahoma 

Participating Agency Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding, 
tribes are considered to have declined 
participation in the project. 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Indians 

Participating Agency Per SAFETEA-LU: by not responding, 
tribes are considered to have declined 
participation in the project. 
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"Pete Knysz" <pknysz@cbbel.com>  
05/22/2009 08:07 AM  

Please respond to 
<pknysz@cbbel.com>  

To <Cathy_Pollack@fws.gov>  
cc  

Subject Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass 
 

   
 
 
 
Cathy,  
Hi.  Would you please clarify something from the attached letter pertaining to the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass 

project (FWS/AES-CIFO/8-FA-0221 / SL-0207)?  
   
1)     Please confirm that the eastern massasauga rattlesnake is no longer a concern for the previous study area 

boundaries and is not a concern for the expanded study area.  
   
2)     Regarding the eastern prairie fringed orchid...are you requesting that searches be conducted at potential 

moderate to high quality wetland areas in the previous study area only?  The letter states that no federally 

listed species, nor critical habitat is known to occur in the expanded study area.  
   
Please call with questions.  
   
Thanks,  
   
Peter M. Knysz  
Manager, NPDES Policy and Enforcement  
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd.  
9575 W. Higgins Road, Suite 600  Rosemont, IL 60018  
Phone:  (847) 823-0500  Fax:  (847) 318-9793  Cell:  (847) 833-0278  
E-Mail:  pknysz@cbbelcom  
   
The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the individual or entity to whom it is addressed and should not be opened, read or 

utilized by any other party. This message shall not be construed as official project information or as direction except as expressly provided in the 

contract document. Its contents (including any attachments) may contain confidential and/or privileged information. If you are not an intended 

recipient you must not use, disclose, disseminate, copy or print its contents. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by reply e-

mail and delete and destroy the message.  
 

C_1-68

mailto:pknysz@cbbel.com


From: Cathy_Pollack@fws.gov [mailto:Cathy_Pollack@fws.gov]  
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2009 9:48 AM 
To: pknysz@cbbel.com 
Subject: Re: Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass 
 
 
Pete,  
 
The eastern massasauga is no longer a concern for the previous study area boundaries and is not a 
concern for the expanded study area.  
 
Because I was given a large "study area" and not a definite route for this proposed project which 
includes a "previous study area" and the "expanded study area", I can not say whether or not your 
project would impact habitat of the eastern prairie fringed orchid.  At this time, there are no known 
locations of this species in the "expanded study area", however, there was in the "previous study 
area", as mentioned in the letter.  If a route is chosen, we'd expect that a wetland assessment would 
be performed for all wetlands that may be impacted by this proposed project.  At that time, you (or 
we) could decide if any wetlands are of moderate to high quality.  If so, then by comparing the plant 
species list for that wetland with our associate list (this list is being updated) and if four (?) or more 
associates are found, then we'd request a search of the habitat for the orchid during the orchid's 
bloom period.  
 
Such broad requests make it difficult for us to give a definitive answer.  We have no exact route, we 
have no information on wetland impact, or the quality of the wetlands, therefore our response is a bit 
broad as well.  And just because we have no known locations of this orchid species in an area does 
not mean that it can not exist in that area.  
 
If it is determined that wetland assessments will be conducted, please conduct them during the 
growing season, this gives a more accurate representation of the plant species on-site.  
 
I hope this clarified things.  Let me know if you have more questions.  
 
Cathy  
 
*************************************** 
Cathy Pollack 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1250 S. Grove Ave., Suite 103 
Barrington, Illinois 60010 
847/381-2253 ext.20 
847/381-2285 (fax) 
***************************************  
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