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October 9, 2012

Mr. Pete E. Harmet     via email attachment (.pdf)
Bureau Chief, Programming
IDOT District 1
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

Re: Status of Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass PESA Validation Report

Dear Mr. Harmet:

The Preliminary Environmental Site Assessment (PESA) reports performed by 
CH2M HILL for the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) were submitted to 
IDOT between June 10, 2010 and February 24, 2012. The final PESA reports were 
approved by IDOT on March 8, 2012 via email/letter. IDOT informed CH2M HILL on 
August 29, 2012 that the data used to prepare the PESA reports for the Elgin O’Hare 
- West Bypass project is due for “validation” by mid-September. Therefore, according 
to IDOT policy (Bureau of Design and Environment Manual [BDE], Chapter 27, 
Environmental Surveys), the PESA reports required an update or validation. The 
validation is necessary before the agency will agree to be a signatory on the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). 

For purposes of this effort, “validation” is described in the Scope of Work section of 
CH2M HILL’s Technical Memorandum dated September 28, 2012. IDOT accepted 
the validation technical approach on October 2, 2012 via memorandum.  The 
validation confirms the PESA information for an additional six months, which will 
carry through the signing of the Final EIS, Record of Decision (ROD), and receipt of 
Design Approval, based upon the current NEPA schedule. The completion of those 
actions signals the completion of the Phase I/NEPA process and IDOT’s formal 
involvement in the project.

IDOT BDE, Geologic and Waste Assessment Unit, has completed review of the Elgin 
O’Hare-West Bypass PESA validation report received via email attachment on 
September 28, 2012. This letter serves as IDOT BDE’s acceptance of the PESA 
Volumes 1 through 5 and five associated PESA Addendum reports. 

Should you have any questions, please contact me at 217/558-4653. 

Sincerely,

JJames R. Curtis 
James R. Curtis
Chief, Geologic and Waste Assessment Unit

cc: Walt Zyznieuski/IDOT, Sam Mead/IDOT, Ron Krall/IDOT 

2300 South Dirksen Parkway / Springfield, Illinois / 62764
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